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Concerning the Having 
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Many CHILDREN. 


IN WHICH 


The P2ejudices againſta NummROUS 
OFFSPRING are Removed. 


And the Objections Anſwered. 


[IS =o II 


n a Letter to a Friend. 
« Jam. (Ougard.. 
” LV 


IMPRIMATUR, | 


{Nov. 14. 
by R 4. BARKER. 


— 


*» 


LOND ON: 


Printed for TU. Rogers, at the Sz againſt 
| | St. Dunſtan's Church in Fleetſtreer, 1695. | 


| — CCC 


CARO OE 


p TO THE 


H E following Letter was defign'd 4s 


READER 
an Expreſſion of Private Reſpe& 


I to a Worthy Friend, and for Private 


Uſe ; but may, 'tis thought, not be unſervice- 
able further abroad, ( ſince among others, with 
which we are ſufficiently provided, a Diſcourſe 
of this Nature ſeems to be ſomewhat wanting ); 
for the giving Encouragement to ſome Honeſt . 
Parents, whoſe Iſſue is Numerous ; for the afs 


- fording ſome appoſite Inſtrufions to ſuch their 


Iſſue ; for the obtaining a more favourable Opis 
nion of thera with others ; and, poſſibly alſo; 
for the notriſhing a more juſt Eſteemof Mar- 
riage ; which, from the apprehenſion of great 
Diſadvaittages attending a Number of Children, 
is, by more than a few , declined, and ſpoken 
againſt ; ſometimes to the betraying, themſelves 
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To the Reader. 


mto Diſhonourable Embraces, and a Spu- 
rious Offfpring, whereby Eſtates are Waſted, 
not Inherited ; and good Families brought to 
Meannels, if not to Nothing. Tf theſe 
Ends ſhall in any meaſure MWeobtain'd, the Small 
Pains that have been taken in a Subje&t, which 


ſo far as 1 know, hath not any where on pur- 


poſe been treated of , will be abundantly re- 
quited. 


COURSE 


Concerning the 


'DIS 


Having Many CHILDREN. 


FEAR STK; | 
ISMRELH OUGH the kind Reception 
S I have often found with you, 
© hath afforded many things fo 
© taking , as would have abun- 
Wwe dantly requited my Viſits, not- 
> withſtanding I 'had gone far 
| for the making of them ;*yet 
nothing ſtruck me with ſo unuſual a Pleaſure, 
as your fair Number of Children 5 ( Fourteen) 
' placed ordeffly in a Row before me. I could 
not but ſecretly own your Happineſs, in having 
{o many without any Defe& in Body or Intel- 
leftuals : And from their being ſo exatly ma- 
naged, methought I viſibly read in,them, tho | 
Young, the Characters of thoſe Comforts 
which good Parents would wiſh from them 


when grown up. And who are they that, to 
A 3 the 


6 A Diſcourſe concerning the 
the Honour which they have for you 1n other 
reſpeF, «would not add one large degree more, 
fromalas Mulcplication of God's Favours upon 
you | 
" Yet, Sir, "tiseaſy to be obſerved; how degra- 
_ ding athing a great Number of Children is by 
many look*d upon to be : How the Parents of 
{ſuch areeſteem'd little better than Obje&s of Pi- 
zy, perhaps meaner. And tho ſome of the bet- 
ter fort will uſe a Religious Phraſe, and ſay ſuch | 
Children area Bleſſing, yet they'll give us to 
underſtand, That it is a Bleſſing rather tobe borz 
than wi/b*d for. If themſelves are inthe Mar- 
ried Row, they will, it may be, deſire Iſſue for - 
the Continuing of their Names; but they will | 
preſerve their Number ; and More ſhall be as 
much pray d againſt, as Theſe are prayd for; and 
the Almighty. 24 he will have Fiber Thanks, 
muſt ſce that he »-»/:i3/y Them not top much. 
They either deſerve blame, or elſe have good 
Reaſons, who think and carry it thus. But tho 
I have had the hap to heax, not only what ina 
pleaſant Freedom could be ſaid, but allo what 
{ome ( otherwiſe of Senſe enough ) have, in 
ſeemingly good earneſt, been willing to ſay, yerthe 
Chief Reaſons that Þ could ever diſcern to be 
commonly urged, are no other than What may be 
reduced to theſe Particulars ; 


. . 


I. The Hinderance that Many Children are 
to Great Undertakings. MY 


IL. A 


F 

p 
: 
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Having Many Children. 4 
IT. A Free and Generous Way of Living-be- 
ing hereby maimed and cut ſhort. | 
III. An Uneaſfineſs ſtill firting upon Parents, 
from their being ſolicitous for Many. | 
' Iv. The AfMiQions that ariſe from Some, 
who in all probability, among ſo Many, willaot 
prove well. | 
V. A man's Name ſinking into Meannels, by 
reaſon that where there are Many Children, 
there is no likelihood that a plentiful Proviſion . 
can be made for them all. 


There 'are Two others /s commonly {po- 
ken of. d: | 
The former IT find among ſome of old, who. - 
called themſelves Chriſtians, and BT 
would have been. thought- more Ti Gnfich. 
knowing than others; which may be improved 
into an Argument againſt a plenteous Iſſue thus : 
viz, That where Such 1s, 
there are the,ore brought in —Afiotorns i av 
to a Miſerable World, and bode ws Hay, 9 
. ' TAI0770FAY , MITE AV Tele 
larger Food is thereby afforded otyey T6 woup Jv 
unto Death. Which, things $vxtozrms 5775s, Fg 
were look'd upon to be ei- os ret Clem. A 
ther /o 711 in their Nature, Or lexand, Strom. 1. 3, 
ſo deplorable in their Proſpedt, 
that they were thought a Plea ſtrong enough 
for an Abſtznence even from Marriage, and Pro- 
creation of Children. ' However, tho Miſery and 
Death were. extravagantly made ule of for ſuch 
Abſtinence, yet perhance they may be enough 
_— r0 
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to cauſe a man z# pity ro wiſh, That his Number 
may not be great. 

The /atter is this 3 

'That fince there are ſo many Szares and 
Temptations in the world, and the lumber of thoſe 


that are good men 1s very ſmall in compariſon of -_ 


thoſe that are otherwiſe; may not the Fears and 
Probabilities of ſo many being miſerable 11 another 
world, be a ſad Argument azainſt a Numerous Off< 
fpring t© Religious Parents? who are mn doubt 
whether it would not be better that ſuch Offfpring 


+ ſhould zever be at all, or ſhould dye when as yet ſe- 


cure in Infancy, than be in too ſure danger of miſe 
carrying as to a Future State, 


I know not whether theſe (at leaſt ſome of 
them ) dodeſerve anſwering: But though they 
ſhould not in themſelves be worthy a Reply, 
yet the Raſhneſs and Uncharitableneſs of ſome 
perſons 1a relation to them, may require that 
ſomewhat be ſaid. And if I, who you koow 
am. a great Lover of Children, ( and even the 
more ſo where they are many ) ſhall endeavour 
to do it, (eſpecially now, when a new Increaſe 
of mine own Family ſomething prompts me to 
it, and the Diſtemper that hath broke in amongſt 
us, 1n great meaſure denies me the Converſation 
of my Friends) it may be, Sir,..I ſhall notby 
You be look'd upon as one who knows not how 
to ſpend a Leiſare Hour that lies upon his hand. 
But firſt it will not be amiſs to lay down ſome 
Conſiderations in Fayour of Children and their 


Number ; 


27. 
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Number ; ſo there will bea fairer way made to 
the anſwering the ObjeCtions brought a zainſt 
them. | | 


The fir/t Conſideration ſhall be taken from that 
Nataral Aﬀetion with which God hath endued 
Parents, and which is of equal Force, towards 
Many Children as towards a Few. This is 
wrought into other Creatures, whoſe Young need 
the "being cheriſhed and fed by them, as well as 
into Manx; and *, many ' no leſs , 
true than ſtrange Accounts there air w/o ney 


- are, that ſhew how ſtrong it 1s. 


And yct as ſoon as ever the young ones are able 
to find their food, and can ſubfiſt of themſelves, 
this Natural Inclination towards them cools and 
ceaſes : And in many forts of Creatures, while 
it doth laſt, it is only in the Females, the Males 
being alrogether unconcerned. But in Human: 
Kind it is of much greater Continuance 3 Chil- 
dren [tanding in need of tender uſage, and un- 
ceſſant Proviſions, much more and longer than 
the Young of any other Creatures in the world 
do; the full Maturity of 10/t, and the Old Age of 
»14ny of Theſe being come, before the Touth of 
Thoſe 1s well enter'd upon by them : And the Fa- 
ther's Care'is all along as' requiſite as the Mo- 
ther's Indulgence. . Nay, when Ripeneis of 
Years and Underſtanding hath taught them to 
live of themſelves, and placed them beyond a 
Parents eye, they yet live not without. being af- 
tectionately own'd by them, and are never _— 
yon 


10 A Diſcourſe concerning the 


yond the kind expreſſions of their Love, which | 
leave them not while life laſteth. | 
Now whea ſuch ſtrong AﬀeQions and Incli. 
nations which cannot be withſtood, are planted | 
God in Parents for the nouriſhing and educa- 
tiog of Children, ſhall Children where they are 
many, be meanly eſteemed ? Doth not the lame 
Tenderneſs and Love receive a Seventh, as doth 
a Firſt ? Andevenyet if they be doubled, ws not 
the Laſt as Dear as any inthe Numter? Nay, 
what if AﬀeCtion and Tenderneſs ſhall grow 
ſtronger , as the Number-grows the pron ? 
We: find that Joſeph was loved by 

Gen. 37-3: his Father Jacob more than any of 
the reſt, becauſe he was, after the Birth of ma- 
ny others, the" Son of his Old Age. And Benya- 
-2:1inthe Youngeſt of Twelve was with fuchan 
AﬀeQionate ReluQance parted with into Egypr, 
that zf evil ſhould befal him in the 

Gen. 42-33. way, thegray hairs of his aged father 
would be brought down with ſorrow to the grave, 
And why ſhould any one ſpeak againſt a Nu- 
merous Iſſue, when thoſe whole it is,. are very 
well pleas'd with it ; and when himſelf allo, if 
he had ſuch, would be quite of another mind ? 
On the one hand, in doing ſo, he would be 7zj- 
zions to them; on the other, inconſiſtent with. 
- himſelf. Butlet us ſuppole a man to have many | 
Children, and ro complain of them becauſe they | 
are many : He is overcharged with them, and * 
his hands are ſo full that he knows not which ' 
way to turn himſelf ; and if God would pleaſe 29 
take 


f 


Having Many Children. [T 
take one or more of them, he ſhouldeſteem'it a 


Mercy : Well; fay which thou wouldft part 
with : Shall this that is next at hand go? 


No; this thou canft not ſpare. Shall this then 


be he? Or that other ? Thou art not willing to 
leave theſe neither. But why ſhould The/e be 
more dear to thee than the Reſt, not yet look'd 
on? Let {ome of Thoſe go then. No; They are 
thy* Children too. But if thou'canft not part 


"with any, why doſt thou then complain of them ? 


Or if thy deſires have been heard above, and 
thou art therefore depriv'd of ,one or more of 
them by death, why lamenteſt.chou as under a 
Loſs thou canſt not bear ;. and a thouſand times 
wiſheſt thou wert ſo happy as. to have them 
apain ? What I have been ſpeaking concerning 
the great Force of Natural AﬀeCtion, and the 


' equalſtrength ir hath to More as to Oxe, a Story 


in Sozomen's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory , /. 7. c. 24. 
pertinently confirms, though in a ſorrowful 
manner: A Merchant in the Theſſalonian Slaugh- 
ter caus'd by the Emperor Theodofius, had twa 
Sons which were to be put to death : He, in 
Agonies of AﬀeQtion, offered himſelf ro dye in 
their ftead,-if ſo they might be ſpared: The 
Soldiers touch'd with Compaſſion at his Tears 


_ andPlaints,' would freely have yielded up One 


of them to him, but\durft not Both, becauſe the 
Number commanded tobe flain, would have fal- 
len ſhort-: The ſad Father lamenting himſelf and 
them, knew not whether to chuſe ; but through 
equal Yearnings on both, remain'd in a _ 
nue 


o2 "of 
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nued ſuſpenſe till they were both together ſlain, 
A wiſe man will conſider the Nature of things, 
and will conclude that God would not pur ſuch 


ftrong AﬀeCtions' into Fathers and Mothers, 'if 


Children were not creatures that were worthy of 
them. And if ſome Inconveniences attend' a 
greater number, which a leſs would be free 


trom, yet helooks upon the Providential Order 


of things, and from the Beauty of it doth' whol- 
ly acquieſce; acknowledging it by no means fit, 
that a private Humour, or ſome Pleaſure, or even 
the /eading 4 life with {5 Care, but not more Vir- 
zue, ſhould put by the great Deſigns of Nature. 
To endeavour by idle Reaſonings to leſſen, or on 
trivial accounts to undervalue thoſe AﬀeQtions in 
men, which in other creatures remain uncor- 
rupted, and duly obtain their end, is extremely 
difingenuous, and a bad requital in any one, for 
that Tenderneſs which was ſhewed to himſelf 
when young ; eſpecially if he were One of Ma- 
ny. It will te requiſite that fuch a one be put 
in mind, that «&pys:, thoſe that are without 
. Natural AﬀeQiion , are in Sacred 
os : 2  Writingsranked among the * vileſt 
| '" ſorts of men ; and unleſs he 
muzh alter, 'tis pity he ſhduld ever have bet- 
ter Company. | | 
It may not ſeem unappoſite to the preſent pur- 
poſe totake notice thar the Heathen Ancients 
NO —_— PRECI oo to many 
Civi. Dei,1 6, Of their gods, 1n a things relating 
c 9. to the Produdtion of Children, and 
| their 
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their Increaſes afterwards. The recounting of 
them may well be ſpared ; but we may rea- 
ſonably conclude thus much from them; viz. 
That the ſtrongeſt Natural AﬀeQiions in Pareyts 
could not but be thought to be juſtly order'd 
towards Childrenz and that a kind Eſteem 
and Carriage in Others was not more than re- 
quiſite, when ſuch a Number of Deities were 
imagin'd to exerciſe ſo various a Care of them. 
Indeed at Athens, where Humanity might 
ſeem to be encouraged more than in other pla- 
ces, by Arts and Sciences, , , 
there was the great Inhuma- | Bees pda mar 


| nity " fo Expoſing Children Quicquid peperiſſer de- 


to the Mercy of Fortune, if ereverunt ERS 
?* were thought convenient, 0s Trent. dnar.. 
A thing which Plato alſo gave room untoin 
his Commonwealth. And in f Spar- 
za there were Searchers appointed 
by the State to inſpe&t new-born 
Children, whether they were deform'd or- im- 
perfe&t; and if ſuch, they were by Publick De- 


t Plutarch in 
Lycurge. 


| creeordered to be deſtroyed. Bur ſuch Cruelty 


as this, which had the Favour of Philoſophy, 
the Connivence and even Eſtabliſhment of 
Laws, hath a chief place ( as * a 
Learned Perſon obſerves) among 
thoſe more Eminent Works of ' the 
Devil, which the Son of God came into the. 
world to deſtroy, and is to be abominated on 
that account. But ſhould any abominate the 
Cuſtom, but yet at the ſame time diſeſteem and 

declaim 


* Jo. Edwards 
in Johan. 3, 8. 
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declaim againſt the Number on which it was ex4 ., 
erciſed, ( which Natural AﬀeQtion doth equall 
embrace as it doth a leſs one) ; or ſhould den 

Pity where a Bodily Defect is perhaps made up 
by a larger ſhare of Soul 3: however, takes not 
away: the Being of human kind, he (to ſpeak 
mildeſt of him) is by no means ſo good a'Friend 
as he ought to be, either to Nature's Dictates, © 

thoſe of -Chriſtianity. | 


The-Second Conſideration ſhall be this ; wiz 
Thar men deſire all other things may. be fruitful 
' tothem. It much delights them to ſee the. 7al 
teys fand ſo thick with Corn, that the Mower may 
fill his hand, and. the Binder of Sheaves his Boſomi| - 
Their. Ewesattended on each {ide with.a Lamb, 
can hardly _ without their Praiſes , rho 
they underſtand them not, And when theit 
Trees are {o much laden with. Fruir, that they 
een bend under their Burden, they with Plea} 
ſure run to their aid, and afford them the: beſt} 
ſupports they can. The like Pleaſure is in: the 
Increaſes of Fowl ;. and.it would. much rejoice 
them if their Rivers were like Tzhiſcus, Two 
parts Water, and One part. Fiſh. Now when 
Fruitfulneſs is every where {o much: deſired, fo 
much delighted in, ſhall it not beſo only in our 
ſelves ? Shall that of the Womb,. amidſt 4/1 other | 
Increaſes, have Diſcontent attending it, or no ! 
other than feign'd Joys? They had quite other : 
ages in older times, when it. was. eſteem-. 
d aSign of the Picty and Chaſtity of the Wo. | 
| | ; man Tt, 


WH 
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man, and of the great Be- 


. +. Piam & pudicam 
nevolente of the gods, if ſhe ut ſcias Uxorem tuam, 
brought forth Two Children Omnium primd' Alc- 
at 4 Birth ; andanſiwer'd the eng; (ompaths! peyoene 

*q - $, e ' 
liberal Intendmenrs of Na- + f;;1g Obi roman 
cure., by having an Infant ' Uxori Deos efſe: omnes © 


hanging at each Breaft, Propitcs. Plaur, 4m 
Nothing was more deſired PR. 

or eſteemed than ſuch Fruitfulneſs ; which 
would too plainly appear, were it fit to men- 
tion the * w_ which their RES ; 
new-married Women not *'Armob.lL4 _ 
unwillingly obſerved _ to- , > IS " mw - hp 
wards their Mutizss , that 


. they might not befteril. And indeed to what 


end ſhould there . be Fruitfulneſs every where 
elſe, and Barrenneſs inthe Houſe ? I] maytruly 
lay, That the Maſter of large Jncreaſes might be 
reckoned poor inthe midſt of them,if he had not 
ſome better Increaſes of his own toenjoy them 
together with him; For ſmall comfort it would 
be that other things ſhould bring forth cohimſelf 
alone, when it is + meet that  _ PS. 
Childrea ſhould rejoice in , } En pariter.unt 
them equally with him ; or amplias, Quod illietas 
even more, ſince their Age magis 2d hec urenda 
would be more fit for the yu. 19902 Zirent. Heawe, 
fing them, We find an Example even inthe Fa- 
ther of the Faichful: Tho hewere rich 5» Cattel, 
and Silver end Gold, and had the Promiſe of the 
Almighty's being his Shie/d, and exceeding gr 
Reward, yet that fatigfied him not, but he bref 

OUT 
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out into that paſſionate expreſſion, 
_ 3 Lord God, . what wilt thou give me, 
ſeeing TI go childleſs, and the ſteward of my hanſe is 
this Eliezer of Damaſcus? As much as to ſay, 


All the Wealth , which L have, and what fur- 
ther thou wilt give me, wants very much, of 
being truly pleafant to me, while T have noneto. 


inherit it after me. And thapgh there be in 
mine Houſe an Hand ready. for it (otherwiſe 
deſerving. enough ), yer what farisfaCtion is 
there in a Foreign Heir, and not ſprung, from. 
mine own Loins ? Every: gne would, in reſpe& 

of himſelf, have it continue a Pro- 


+ Pauperis eſt. yerb, That it-belongs Þ to a. poor | 


Eo man.to- number his Cattel: And. 


arich man to have few or no Children to nums-, 
ber? Ic is anill hearing, when other Poſſeſſions. 


| ſhall have the name of Riches, and Children, 
on whole account thole chiefly are ſo, ſhall be | 


thought quite otherwiſe. O: how 


Valer, Max. may that Roman Matron * Corzelia, | 


the great Africanus's Daughter, be 
the Reproach of ſuch perſons ! -who: to a Lady 
that ina Viſit boaſted much of her Rich Jewels 
and Precious Ornaments, ſhewed her Sons, then 
little Children, but afterwards Brave Men; and 
faid, Theſe, Madam, are my Jewels, theſe my Or- 
naments, T know it may be ſaid, That Large Tn- / 
creaſes in the Field and elſewhere, and Moderate 
ones at Home, make up the beſt Account of 


Riches. But why ſhould Nature be fo liberal 
| | in 


ſhall it be eſteemed the property of. 


he Fe ee 
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| are at their fu/! Growth and Maturity, and com- 
| pare them with theſe ; When they bays claper 
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in Meat; and fo Iparingiin Mouehs?. - - 1 
\ndif Riches increaſe, why ſhould not Ecflel. 5. x1: 
they Wncreaſe that eat them? The 

zreat difference. between: thoſe who are "called 
vh,: and. thoſe who are thought not ſo, is very 
io; this, That Servarrs cat the Increaſes of 
theone,. and their own ®/:4dren the Tncreaſes of 
5, 4 - and rely thele larrer may ſeem the 
more agreeably fed, and to the greater Contents 
of TLDS Let. me add this, That the 


Growing of other. things, andthe enterjaining- 
Vary th | | 


at is in them, afford. indeed a great 


#cal of Pleaſure; a curiqus Deſcription of. 
lide no. /efs fine martgr for the , | 
1 #; Ef © 0 0G 4 Ce IC 
like ) * Cicera makes his Cato Major | gs on 
give, as being wonderfully divert. -, "7... 


, . J - fs. © b.4- 7, o +& - . - HRW FF « *5Þ 
ingand recreative to his Old Age, Butyetcers 


tatoly all rhis to a perſon thar 18 any whit '6b- 


| ſerving, muſtbe much inferior rothae which'is 


in Children. / The, firſt Budding, as it. wereg 
of Reaſon ; The Pretty Buprbibss of ir in 


barmleſs AQtions : The pleaſant Attempy 


S. £0- 
wards Speech, aiid the no leſs plealant miflings 
of ir! The lute, Contrivances for what they 
would obtain : The eaſy.Mizrh ;: the-undeſign- 
ing AﬀeQtion, and'all theſe, and a pgreat-many. 
more, differently repeated in the Way and Temy 
per of every Child by himſelf,” are extreme! 


ſort of which; js. in Corn, (and othiers.in- 


delightful. : Take alſo other Inqreaſes when they. 


. 
. 


1B A Diſcourſe'concerning the 


Blafts and Mildews, pinching Broſts and Scorch. 
ibg Heats, they are then a Treaſure; But yet 
conſider them not in order to Children, anShow 
much do they loſe of their Value ? Or turn them} - 
into their Priee;.and lock them in thy Cheſt! 
and how ſilent. and unaQive do they lye ?: 
thy Treaſure in thy Children thou canf{Þ-con-} 
verſe with, canſt enjoy thy ſelf in it, and find 
Duty and Love from it. « Theſe can value the 
Pleaſure thou takeſt in them, and cn make 
fuch returns as ſhall be more and new Plgaſures 
ro thee. Other Increaſes without theſe are caPd,} 
Þut are cio? Riches 3 but theſe only, with a Com. 
petenicy of the other, are not ca/'d, but are-fo ;| 
| = and, if I may ſay it, are fo 
ra, ut ad hops rinwonp for by Nature 1s contented | 
nos les nd we With a little. When they 
wiam. 4 are grown up, and inſtruft. 

| ed ro get their Livelihood 
by their Labour, their Aged Sire hath anſwer'd 
the expetation of the world, and done his Dus 
ty by them. They live, and he rejoiceth in them ; 
and They, not-being tempted by the large' In-! 
creaſe of Fields and Flocks ( which he hath} 
not ) to hope for his Death, do wiſh he may | 
long live, that they may long: expreſs their | 
Love and ReſpeQtto him. a 


The laſt Corfideration (and which is chiefly | 
to be mention'd)) ſhall be this, viz. Thar the 


| great Creatorof the world would not have C#zl- 


drey | 


Having Many Children; 19 
pen come into Beings otherwiſe chan in a Decens 
and SantFified way ; ſuch as ſhould be /i5rable to 

Place and Degree in the nature of things, and 


ſhould call for ReſpeQ towards them when they 
We born : And therefore mo'fooner had he made 
"Mar, but Gey. 2. hegrdein'd as and ho- 


notr'd it fo far, as himfelf* eo Give the Woman : 


- 


"'Fot "tis ſaid'w/sr. 22. That be brozght her to the 


min, The Inclinations of other” Creatures are 
ſufferel to 7x9e, they being uncapable of knows 
ing What Laws mean': Buc'the pong that 
are looſe and ungovernd'inithem, are'in Mex regu- 
lited by Honeſty and Religion, | And hence I 
doubt nor, but as' « conſequence of this Divins 
Infticutioo, Marriape- in all Civilized Nations 
wis made the Foundation of Poterity; aiid was 
cefebrated with Religious Rites. Among the 
"pag eſpecially, ( whom God had ſeparated fo 
is own People ) it had/great Solemnities, and. 
many ' joyful Expreſſions, which Time had 
taught them 'to- add or vary, as they thought 
moſt becoining. The Hotiſe 1n which the Mar- - 
rizpe-Rites*were performed , was called che 
Houſe of Preiſe, and their Song © _ 
whs in part this, * Bleſſedbe thow, O' f God: Mi 
0 Lord, who haſt created Foy and Glad- NY 
* veſt, the Bridegroom and the Bride, The woict of 
© Foy in the Bride-Chamber is more delightful than 
* ny Feaſt, and Children ſwetter than any he: hs 
It was indeed permitted them ( for the Hatd- 
neſs of their hearts ) to put away Wives'as0e- 
caſion ſeem'd to require; but yeb the Chu 
B 2 
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20 A Diſcourſe concerning the 


47 of thoſe Wives thatwere put-away 
Deg 27-.'S... (or hated ) were-to-be retain'd by 


PIES _ theirzeſpetive Fathers,and efteem- 
ed theif Privilege; not their Burthen : Whereas 
in relation tothe Ifſue of her who-was not thug 


. ſalemaly taken, .it- was otherwiſes | 


a&en 27-12 forthoſe might be * caſt out with 
4, the. Mother , and not: ſuffered to 
partake with the other Sons ; ir not being unfit 
that (they, ſhould loſe a Privilege, whoſe ens 
trance into the world was not an{werable to the 
Excellence of their Nature. 
-Neither was Iſſue defign'd only to be Honou: 
rable. by Mariage, but Numerous alſo-: For he 
whocreated Man-in his own Image, and knew 
| haw'ttoexert bis Goodneſs to the belt advantage, 
would do it no otherwiſe than, in this Bleſling, 
"+... © Be fruitful, and multiply, and reple- 
Gt-1.28 i theearth ; as if there could not 
be:a greater Happineſs, than that. Man, who 
avasſo Excellent in-bis Nature, ſhould be Large 
in his Number. And herein he may ſeem to 
have a Privilege in ſome ſort even beyond thoſe 
Celeſtial Beings who were created ſuperior to 


him. They indeed, in the ſtate they. are in, } 
have a perpetual Exiſtence ; but this their !' 


Exiſtence 'is incloſed in themſelves alone, and 
they are not more, nor more ever will be, than 
they hitherto have been. But Man, tho he be 
ſhort in his Duration here, doth yer tranſmit 


himſelf with advantage to his Offfpring, who 


are his own Fleſh and Blood, and in whom be 
nor 


COEUR ICn ER 
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Having Many Childrn. it 
not,only, is continued, bur extended and enlare 
7d : An' Ornament this, "as to Hiiman Nature 
in_general, ſo more peculiafly tro rhoſe Perſons 
or Families who. have aboye orhers been thus in- 
creaſed. When it was promiſed'thar the 1/7ue/ir#s 
mf 1d be /:ſſed above all people,” the chiet expre(- 
ſioa of their being thus'bleſfed, Was, That there 
fhould not be male nor female barren, among then, 
Deur. 7. 14, And the, happineſs'of Jeruſalem 
after its Reſtoration, was thara&erdbynarhing 
more than this, That it ſhould be 7% bf” Bos and 
Girls playing in the ſtreets ered .Zech 8, 5. And 
eruly the Increaſe of Children was the etneFren- 
fon why (througha copnity'Gat Trregu'arity 
by one:.man more Wires that bye were raken'; 
it being, as they thoughr, no lefs for the Rep 4 
eirion of Marriage to give Birth ro Many Chil;" 
dren, than for the Credit of” Childgzo to have 
heir: Way* made inco. thi World'by Marriage: 
Hence not only in' the” #7 45s, when the earth 


x 


was to By progeed, Hue alf along after, when it, 
was well jthabited, where there "was any Wo- 
man, unfryitfyuf lin the Wedded: fate}, It was 


eſteemed* Diſprace to her*' = Sargh the; 
—_—_ 


Miſtreſs whe barren, was defi 
in he eyes of'her Maid ; And this” 6 © 
may bethought'the reaſon'of the Angel's words 
concerning F/}zaberh, (,S Luke 1.) This is the 
fixth month withy her t at was' ( by way of Re- 
fletion and, Reproach ) called barren. 
"Nay, whenany Husband had che unhappineſs 
of dying without Iſſue, God himſelf was 5,-4 
B e 
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21 A Diſcourſe concerning (he 
+... » ſdtorepair his Reputation, by eſta. 
Peat: 35-5 þliſhi Low for the making him 
in ſame ſort fruitful even after his, Death ; hr 
rother being commanded to take his Relif, 'and 
raiſe up ſeed ta the deceaſed, The denying 9 
+>, - which, 'through envy and-ill og 
Gen. 38:9 ture, to Er; was 2 great Ingredi= | 
ent «of Onar's Tranſgrefſion. The nor being | 
continued either the one way: or the gther, was 
eſteemed a fad effeRt of the Divine Diſpleaſure ;. | 
And ſome there arg, who ( though I dare not 
* ay how truly )/ interpret the, Puniſhment of a. 
Souf's being cut off. from his people, to be meant of 
a man's yiog ueleſs, and leaving none behind 
him otherwiſe to bear his Name. | *Tis certain. | 
it wasa Proverb among the Fews, That the May 
who is without Children, is without Life j and per- 
haps: thus Se 85.no mean thing into the. ac» 
Ty count of that of Solomon, The nam, | 
b 19:7. of the Wicked ſhall rot, \ ves 
- » But left at any time ( as who:knows what, } 
Extrayagancies men at length might be guilty. | 
of)  Lyearious Pleaſures hol! progres over Das. * 
meſtick Cares, and the Grearneſi of Cheldreps Num | 
' 


rg 


ber ſhohld be thought a Dizinizion of the Riſe | 
ſing, God' from ghe very beginoing, and ſo ons. | 
wards to fixture Ages, would«haye. it known, 
that the Refowing of Children did fo belong to, | 
hiraſelf, as to be 1na peculiar mgnner eſteemed | 
his Favoiy. Fly in the very'Bift Child that | 
Go 1.2, WS born intoche world, the Mo- | 
2+ ther dajinh, Thave gatten Hanon | 
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the Lord, And when Rach</giſcontentedly cried, 


Give me childreng, on. elſe 1-aye 3: Facob replied 
with great concern, Am. 1 iz Jod's: 
ſtead, who hath withheld from thee the | 
feuit of the womb ? © Hence amang rhe four Keys 
which the Jews fay God bath reſerved in his 
{own keeping, and not imparted either to: An- 
* gel.or Seraphim, That of the Wort is one, .If 
a multiplied Offfpring do not prove ſo large a 


Gen. 3o. I, 2- 


 Favouras we have repreſented ir, let the fault be 


laid whereelſe jc wil}, is can hy e-pcank be at- 
tributedeither to the Bounty of the Gever, or the 
Nature of the Gift; Forbythe former the great- 
eſt and moft noble Ends were-deſign'd ; and in 
90 gon thereis a-Power of. proſecuting thole 
Ends by AQtions not unſuitable. The not exerr- 
ing of which Power by fuck: AQions,. will-be 
their very great-fault, oo opens ant nt 
..: All theſe Honaurs ta Children are firmly con» 
tinued under the Go/pe/y, with. the addirion of 
owe more, much greater in regard of their x | 
lar and decorous coming into the world ; notonly 
- phat TOmgs is reduced to as are Per- 
ection of joyning only Two together, and maki 
the Conntienat no /eſs length than life, T7 
the honour of. the Female Sex, which by, fre- 
quency of Divgrces hal been undervalued ); 
but alfo, and chiefly, in that it is exe vp 
alted into a wery great myſtery : By Eval. 5: 33. 
which jt will nor be an Ungruth to ſay; that 
Children are now more holy: than of old they 
were ; and that. Methers, however the Woman 
, B 4 being 


24 A Diſcourſe conks ny the 
beingin the Tranſgrefſion * jad» ſorrow to bring 
forth , may_yer:fnd Comfort the. Promiſe, 
_ That they ſhall berſaved; "9 © 4xr:5001a5, in' Or 


ty Chilabearing , if hey continue D 


LI th Faith, &c. 

| Now, Sir, { ro 160k back a little on what hath 

| been ſaid) Can apy fo far' forget all theſe Ho- 
_nours thar have 56H done to Children; and the 


great account'that a Numerous Iſſue hath been | 


'of, as not toeſteem them by ſo-much the more; 
by how much their number is the grearer'? 
Whea a Few, or ſome Heathens, would objeQ, 
That Marriage: being. reſtrained by our Lord.to 


One Man and. Qne Woman, is the hindrance of 


chole larger Progenies which they through m 
Wives fo -much*defire andiprize, it ſurely wi 
look very ill if a Chriſtian ſhall think much aff 
complain of here and there a plentiful Sight of 
Children as an Exceſs, wherethoſe others m-ges« 
neral would blaine the Defett, Tknow i it 15 ſand, 
' 'Fhat the Ancients having an ex: 


Vid. D; All's ceflive deſire to accompliſh the Prop 
Refleftiongon 


Geneſis, 


every.one hope he miglic be a Deſcendant from 
Them'in patticulat ;- and did therefore er:dea+ 
vour to make their Families: a5 Numerous as 
they could, that themſelves or ſome. of theirs 

gh indloſe him: bbrthere 1s 0 vnoſuch rea- 
ſo to dehre ſuch mulriplied Offiprin 

-And'yer (to! reply a little, Why ſhould 
there not be'as cauch reaſon {6r Vs-to defire a 
CE Numerous 


miſe of rhe Meſſ}as;"and not know: | 
c ing of whom he w ould be born, did: 


——N_— 
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Nitmerous Ra6e #&'the Ancients'there was? 
TheforemEntiongd Pfivilege of a MeſGias, a yer 


to be born, could athie laſt have: been properly 
bur to'one Family, or: one Branch of a Family, 
and others muſt in ſome' TefpeAs have miſs'd of 
thefr Hopes: But Oxr Children, how many foe- 
ver they be, have a certain'and more appropria- 
ted Benefir and Honour in the Mefſias ow come ; 
fince they both oughe to be, and eaſily maybe, 
thoſe whom our;Lord himſelf hath pronounced 
more bleſſed \than'the, Womb thar** 
bare him, and the Paps that gave hin wore 
/uck? Did we confider, *thar when a Child is 
born,” there is one cbine into life, who is ſo ma- 
ny ways the' Care of Heaven, and prevented 
wittr very great Bleffthgs beforeas yet his Under- 
ſtanding is come to him ; who will hereafter be 
capable of doing rattonal Service to his Maker 

of having Righteduſneſs and Goodnels exercis'd 
rowards bimfelf and of "exerciſing the like” Vir- 
rues in tike manner towards others. And were 
we true lovers of men, and ſuch as wqud not 
ſtffer ſome” mean Pleaſures, or a vainThew in 
the world, to ofirweigh our-affeAions to them, 
we ſhould from! a larger Iffue rather eſteem-ir 


an Excellence, that' 
and' Solicitude of Life are thereby increaſed. 

© And yetT have ſometimes thought (not with- 
out fome concern )* how much eſteem they pur- 
chaſe, whar large h6nour they obtain, who are 
ſo fortunate 'in' the Field as to xy many; yea, 
|: A LE | though 


26 


Birrenneſs; and 
ſhould be "an 


+ Jer. 22. 36. 


A Diſcourſe concerning the' 
 Deceit, rather 
" Blood be ol 


EL. a... oe ce twutc > ao tos aan. rity wm... 


— iii. 


Sons: May Children. — c 


W CE 4 
Tp, 
hee, with rhe foregoi ingCor anions, may 
ſomething make for a. [omg +a Offlpring, and 


prevail, if nos for itsbging delired; before- 
yet at leaſt for. its being hymapely received, 


| and not  ltomcencedly tai when it. is 


come; The truly where .the foundation of- E- 
ſtrem and Loye in. the Preſent Caſe is. ſo firmly 
laid, there ſhauld te not merely a freedaw from 
Diſcontent, but: a large . Gratefu{nt/s and Foz on 
the account of ſuch, a.nu and the greateſt 
Care and Cee els. Jar cheir, welbdoi 

The Papects who et mami , Gi ve LH 


3ejat 


4 weres. wh 
* which are cap 


bs of ore W ak and De- 

© X8rs 
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28 QA Diſcourſe. concerning the | 


©it your Care, that the Number which wis | 


© -reat tO you by My. Bounty, May not becottle. FF; 

*to 'me chrough hk 4 ul of yours: Andin, 
* deed, 7 as ho can fay asonce on 
<B. Lord Fade boy cale, Thoſe that thou y 
"given us have we kepr, and. none” of 

Jon x7. 15. * rhems is loÞ... 


Theſe things bong premiſed ,' T now; Sir, 
will anſwer the” Obje&ions : Of which the firſt 


was this, vis. The Hindrance that Many Chit | 


aren are to great Undertakings.. © 


Yet {urely the Educating” _E! Chil dien W 1 , 


is itſelf no mean Undertaking. And they t 
by Prudence and Diligence, by milder *Merhi 


intermix'd with well: plac Severities, actom- 
pliſh'd ir, bringing up ſome” the Ry FN; uf | 
redi-. 


others to ſuch Callings as ate Liſeful aid 
table, yea, though in dye* circumſtances; © oy 
"y hand Spade, affqrd x laudable Ad vantag 
Commonwealth, anddeſerve well; rae 
iy of the preſent, but alfo of. the EXT Generation, 
But Great AQions and: "Wort y Deſi ſons Te 
-quire a recdom Colt * the er Can, 
ke; wang = for the a5. nd 77, 
admitrentia, ecuting | them 7 Which ("t ry 
CUTS, Juv. iy) the Farh&4* f ' a Numerous 
nF 460 i5 not at leiſure > for. We will 
at preſent ſuppoſe both the one and the other to, 


be ſo, ;. yet poſſiby«he may by lower ations, OS! | 
ehis 


reaſc 


hey uſually are accounted ) no leſs ter 
the Ne 


own Welfare, and ad minifter,to thar 


RG. oa Cab tools oe. al a z.:6 © © ” 


tion ; : ſince both This and That are ordinarily beft | 


carried 


——= —"I—_ TE bo 4 TW” iN ® "al. __ 
oa oniche hen Reed a EAT =o T 
. IVE k " > 


Having +Many' Children. 29 
carried 0n by thoſe Methads which lye neareſt to 
common Induſtry 5- andwhich the moſt are nor 
uofir-for. if there be but 'Will and 'Endeavours 
anſwerable to Abilities. -- He ſhall never by my 
confent be blamed for want of great AQtions, 
who ina prudent manner provides for his own, 


| ſets:a good example of Induſtry toothers, beats 


down according to- what: power 'he hath; bur 
chiefly by his PraQtice, all Irregularities of Life; 
and by a peaceable Converſation in himſelf, and 
friendly applications to others, leaves no occaſi- 
on for Law to force Quierneſs and/good Neigh-- 
bourhood from him-or them: - 
would not, Sir, diſcourage, nor in the leaſt 
undervalue'any of thoſe things that carry the 
eſteem of great Undertakings : Yet truly many 
of them when they are accompliſhed, are rather 
an -Ornament than any great Advantage to a 
Kingdom : But when yg Cn 
carry they frequently do.) they ſhew thar the 
ProjeCtors have been more Mercurial than Wiſe ; 


| and that it would better have beleem'd them to 


have ated in a-lpwer Sphere ; where Reputa- 
tion; tho not ſo great, would have been more 
ſure; and the Publick, in their Private Welfare, 
been more promoted. 

However, let us imagine Great Undertakings 
not 'to miſcarry, and alſo to be no leſs for the 


- Advantage ghan the Ornament of the Weal- 


Publick ; yer perchance it makes nor a little for 
their Honour that they are not over-frequent; 
they would loſe of their Remarkablenels hou 

they 


30 A*Diſcour ſe eonlcerning the 
chey grow eothivk ; and{ is 0o' more requility 
that evety- Thould afford' Heroick AQ 
ons;\than that it ſhould piveBirth to Noble P& 

| erally for the Vu 
ger, 'that"Righreouſteſs, 'and Kindneſs; 
other Sbciable Virtues 'be exercifed by t 
Amnd- chole, Sir, who ;-ſorſooth, 'are the 
the' tore reckon'd among ( the 6TAas! ) 

- Many, Gecault Them/thves are Many, way feet 
«to uF'rlels Pris faitly enough, if they in fl 


ſonapes:” 'Te is ſUlficitnc | 


oh 
the 


even andquiet 4 manner.conteibute to the Wel 


fareef the Community, "4s eo let very Worthy 
Deeds retain their Digniry, andnot become Je 
conſpicuous by any inate acceſſion from 
chem to their number. $6 that confider we thok 
who favour not a Plenitiful Offfpringg, either to 
beTuch as are'Authors and Promoters of Great 
and Uſeful Deſigns, or to'be ſuch as are hot : If 
W are »-r {uch, they have no reaſon to find 
faate with the want of chat amongſt May 
Children; which they cammbt ſhew themſelves} 
Tf they ve ſach, it is ſurely no hard tnatter for} 
their®own;, Worthy} 
Deeds are of an higher account, from an Infte 
ncy of the like in others; when yet uſeful, 
thoongh more common, Virtues are conſtantly} 


thetn to be content; that 


practiſed, | 
' But yet, iti 800d truth, I believe 


hers, upon Whom the Cares of matiy Children | 
have lain, have no leſs carried on BYive Defighs | 


than others. -If you will aMow of an 


ro 


that Fa- 


Example | 


or two; we find that the Forr Soxs and Five | 


Daugh- | 
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Digleers of Appiys Clendina 5 whom Cicero 
{ſpeaks 'of fo often'with reſpe@, were no ſuch 

indrance to-hirg, -but that he could tothe belt 


advantage minape the greateſt Concerns of. the _ 


Roman State. © And Eratimi an Arabien King, 
fort the great Confidence ( as J»ſtix tells, 
Lib, x1.) which he hadin his very large. 


% : 


aum- 
her 8f Sots, invaded Syrie and Egypt, and raiſed 


his own, theirs, and his Counttey's Natnethece- , 


by. 'Or if you had rather have an Inſtance fram 
imes ſomething later, F Taxbred, EFIY 
the Lord of Haarevil, caming. into _{,20%n'* 
Apalia about the year roos, with 
his Twelve Soxs, tothe Aidof the Greebragainſt 
the Sarecens, (who before with the joint ſtrength 
of thofe Greeks, having gottenthe better of the 
Germans there, ſtrove now an bitter Wars with 
their Allies for the ſole Command') by the-Con- 
duQand;Valour of hoſe his Sons, together with 
his own, drove out fronithence the Y urp1 Ip $4- 
r4cens, Andafterwards, when he was ilktreat-« 
ed by, thoſe whom he gave affiftance to, afd 


contrary to Covenants was denied his Juſt Righe - 


in the. Diviſion of the Spoils, he, with his Dv- 
reftick Number, which inſpirized the Larger Nam- 
bers of his Soldiets, puniſhed the Ungrateful 
Greeks ſo, as to make them ſeek Habitations elſe- 
where, and planted in Apis 4 four fold Succeſſion 
of - Normag K/znes ; which might Have,baen 
each my. laſting, had there been that Love 
and Faithfulneſs in a*fo/lowing Taxcred towards 
his Siſter, (to whom the Growa was due $0 

Tnere 


/ 


72 A Diſcourſe toncerning; the 
_ there was inthe f/f, and-his no 15 Brave-than 


Nemerous Off /prihg one toiards;another; Should it | 


be ſaid, Tharto Perſons of ifuch Eminent Rank 
the Hindrances' are. taken'oit> by.thoſe many 
Privileges they. enjoy , which men: of. Inferior 
Quality cannot. pretend_-ro 3. might .anſwer}} 
That even.tothole of a Meaner Station, aPlen- 
riful Ifue js not ſuch an Hindrance as is pretend: 
, cd; Andiwhar their Number hath in ſome res 
ſpeft. given check unto; one or-other of that 
number hath in other reſpe&s abundantly made: 
vp. Sothar it is but the taking the compalsof a'} 
few years, and more is dane by the Father and 
his Many, than could have/been expeQed to be 
done by H'm/e!f alone, or by only. fome few de-'} 
ſcendiog from him. Tt- 1s uſually by ſuch as 
theſe, whoſe Induſtry is whented by their Number, '| 
that great Aﬀairs both at home and abroad are } 
kept up. Among theſe we may a rioes in” 
the Femple, Philoſophers in the Schools, Plead: | 
ersatthe Bar, Merchants in the Exchange, and 
Soldiers in the Field 3 while the Only Son often | 
fioks in Luxury and Ignorance, and lives a/bure'! 
then to himſelf, and little proficable to others. /*' 
I muſt confeſs, the greateſt Perfedtion confilteth 
in Uzity; and the Great God that is perfectly 
Oe, can therefore, becauſe he 1s fo, do all things 
without needing the aſſiſtance of 'any : But, 
Number Yor the moſt part requiſite: with Us ' 
for great Undertakings ; for we beinggdeficient ! 
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in our ſelves; muſt neceſſarily call in the Aids of” 
others, or not One Noble Deed, it may be, in * 
a Thouſand | 
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a Thonſand would be accompliſhed, Greay 


AQtions, Sir, conlift either in the ac uirine what 
things are good, or the defending our lelves again(k 
what things are evil; and- with reſpeQ& to both 
theſes Children are (by a King of great Deiigns 
and much Experience ) compared to arrows in 
the hind of a giant : And he's ſtiled 
an happy man who hath his quiver full 
of them, What may henot obtain whos thus __ 
appointed ? and whom may-he fear, whois aftex, g 
this manner arm'd ? Such a Number will have 
no cauſe to be aſhamed, but dare ſpeak with enc- 
mies in the gate. . 


And yer further, Sir, AQtions may be Riled. 


Pal. 127. 5. 


| Great, not only ab/olutely, but according'to.the 


Razk in which perſons are. The better manu- 
ring of Ground, ang producing out of -it more 


| fruitful Harveſts, is a deed as commendable ina 


meaner Station, as the obtaining great Conqueſts 
in an higher. 1] hus the + Man who ._ ._ | 


before the Senate was accuſed of | Furius Cre- 
finius, Plin.lib! 


Witchcraft, becauſe his little Land *'1s, a. Hig: 
was -fertile beyond, that of his | 


Neighours which lay round about him, would 


| have given ſome caufe for the Suſpicion, had he 


not had a luſty Daughter to handle a Shovel, and 
Duog-fork with him ; Theſe were his Wirch- 
crafts : And greater, no doubt, they would 
Have been; had his Laborious Daughter faeen well 
aided by Laborious Sons, and his Fd large 
enough for* their Induſtry. I am ſyre the old 
Romans ,, who well underſtood themſelves, it, 

| C there 
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there wefe but the Number, did not queſt ion the 
Mo: Advantages, when they con. 
Cue urelk phy ſtituted the + Jas Trinm Li. 
euſabatut ; in Faſtibus berorum; which was a Pub- 
farmndis 7 os erat 5 lick Reward for any that had 
dlicem acctpiebar, &. Three Children. And *rwere| 
| well (you ſee, Sir, how 
well Id wiſh you) the Example were follow-j 
. £d in other Nations, and the Reward incread 
according as Iſſue ſhould further increaſe. In} 
deed thoſe who from the word Proles / an Off. 
ſpring) had the Name of Prolerarii, were of 
the loweſt among the Six Ranks the Roman Peo- 
ple were divided into: But being by reaſon off 
- their Meanneſs no other way remarkable, they} 
had thi Appellation ( the beft which their Cir- 
cumſtances would bear ) from the Benefit they 
brought through their Children tothe Common- 
wealth. And that they were not 1n a contemp-| 
tuous way thus call'd, the great Value which a 
Numerous Progeny was ot , ,even among the} 

Greateſt,may abundantly ſhew : For from ſuch, 

the very Conſular Dignity ( which was thef 
higheſt ) received a yer further Addition of Ho-F ' 
k nour ; the * Tex Julia ordering, 
Fon, ann That He of the Two Conſuls who# 
"NP; had the more Children, ſhould have} 
the Precedence. W hich gives us to underſtand, 
That th@pgh there might be other very large 
AccompMhments, yet that of a Pleateous Iflue} 
( as if in ſuch ſome very Noble Attions had been } 
done, or ſome Worth more than ordinary _ 
| | cn | 
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been incloſed ) was eſteemed to confer an Excel- 
lence beyond them. Po 3 

Neither was there Credit only and a Reward 
to thoſe who by their Offfpring contributed to 
the Common Welfare, but to ſuch as by avoid- 
ing Marriage did not do it, there was Puniſh- 
ment alſo affix'd, and Diſreputation : For the 
* Pap. Poppern baw in Auguſins's 


time, ordain'd, that their Eſtates at { Tecit. An- 


nal. I. 3. curit - 


their Death ſhould be inherited not Novis Savili, - 


by Kindred and Relations, but by . 

the People of Rome ; it being judg'd fit that thefe 
ſhould in-ſome ſort have amends made them by 
an addition to their Treaſure , when thus by a 
fault there was no Increaſe. of their Number. In- 
deed as Times then went, the interpoſing of the 
Publick Judgment was no more than neceſiary 
for the preventing the common Practice which 
was grown very prejudicial to the State ; and is 
the fault not of that Age alone : But this we 
may ſay, That if hereby the Mex were in any 
meaſure wrought .upon to ſecure: themſelves 
from the Pexa/ty of a Single Life, the good Wo- 


' men ſhewed their Willingneſs to ſecure them of 


a Reward in the Married one ; Excipiendo ( as 
Ovid ſpeaks, Faſt. 1. 2.) feacunde p_— Ver= 
bera Dextre, by cheerfully admitting the Laſhes 
of the Lyperci ; which ( as Tradition had taught 
them ) were eſteemed of great force. towards a 
Fruitfulnefs. | ec 


And truly the Numerous offfÞring are they - 


whom we may reaſonably expe&t moſt good 
C 2 from; 


Þ* a 


4 - 
-_ 

-* _ 
-. 
m_ ” 


i - 


+6 A Difconrſe concerning the 
from ; fince they. are educated not with that | 
fond Tenderneſs which Oe alone, or a few, are 
commonly uſed to: For when they. are capable 
of underſtanding themielves, they hear it often 

© Tepeatedato them, That their Induſtry and che, 
Bleſſing of God is chiefly to be truſted to by. 
them ; That whar is like to be left them will do 
well, if they be careful and Giligent in a Cal- 
ling , but” otherwiſe will ſtand them in little: 

, and tqtheir ſhame will quickly beat an; 

end: And they are kept employd in matters, | 
ft for them ; though ſometimes the Swear, and F* 
ſometimes Tears trickle down ;. and all this | 
while are not the //5 tray, but the more manly | 
loved, By ſuch methods they are traind up to ff 
be conliderate and provident, and are fitted for | 
living well, and ating laudably-in the world : | 
Whch yer had a greater Encouragement added | | 
to &.1n the State, which ( we ſaid) alloweda,} , 
{ 

{ 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


_ 


Reward ro the Parent of Many Children: For | 
he might urge, That it would be.a Reproachto, 
Them, on whoſe account he had fuch a Boon. 
granted, if They ſhould not by Sobriety and Se«, 
duloufneſs be in every reſpeCt anſwerabie to it. 
And this might be, as a great Reſtraint from, 
Idle agd Vicious Courſes, ſo an efteQual Spur 
to Commendable Atchievments. | | 
| Neither tet it be ſaid, That the Scarcity of 
Men in the Romany Empire might require this, 
but the Excap with us forbids it ; and conſe. 
Wy makes that Number which the Pablick. 
. SYate doth rot need, to be a Burthen to Private” | 
| Families : | 
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Families: Fortho IT pretend not infight into the 
great Concerns of Nations, yet I think I may 
without arrogance affirm, That it would be 
much more for the Publick Welfare, if. where 
thereare Three of either Sex, there weye at /eaſt 
Four, Our Compaſs would well bear, and our 
Plenty abundantly maintain it; if fo be by the 
acceſs of Number, Induſtry { as it may not be 
ſear'd but it would ) might. be increaſed. The 
reaſcn of ſo many regs > begging 
their Bread, to the ſhame of 'o:f Nation, 15 


that over-plenty which can tolerate ſuch Drones 


tobe ſo maintained. But were our op Inhabi- 
tants as any as our Store of Proviſions is great, 
there wouldin the main net be leſs of Neceſſa. 
ries and Conveniences, but more of Labor1ouke 
neſs and Diligence ; while many Heads would 
be at work to find out new Methods of Advan- 
tage, and Hands in a!l p!aces employ'd for the 
every-way , compleating them. Conſider-the 
vaſt Numbersin the Low-Covntries, fo much ex- 


cceding ours for rheir ſpace of ground ;. and the 


great Thriving of that People, notwithſtanding 
thoſe prodigious Expences they are at for the 
maintaining their State both in War and Peace ; 
and you can aſcribe their great Undertgkings 
and the Succeſs of then, to nothing ſo much as 
their Number, and their Induſtry. proceeding 
therefrom. This is certain, that wer@our Pco-- 
ple more, 'there would be leſs. of that 14enef5 
which is the great Corrupter of Quiet Times z.../ 
and in thoſe of War there would be a*grez'gr 

| & 3 williog- 


38 _ Aa Diſcourſe concerning the 
willingneſs in the common fort to make and re. 
cruit the Forces defign'd for fighting, ſince the 
Step to the Camp is much ſhorter from the doing 
Something , than from the doing Nothing : For 
men may be ſomewhat excuſed, if they had ra. 
ther / when it is ſo freely held out to them )) eat 


their Bread with Eaſe and Security, than ven | 


ture their Lives againſt an Enemy.” I will nog 
make the Inference from all this : 'Tisealy tq 
{ee how a gqgd ſtore of Children is ſo far from 
hindring great Deſigns and Actions, that they 
much cgntribute to them, % 


E: | | | | 
But to take one hint or two out of Holy Writ, | 


not unappoſite to the matter in hand, Time hath 
been when the being Inſtrumental to the raiſing 
of a Religions Offſpring, was termed the doing 


worthily in Ephrata, and being famons in B:thle-| 


hem; A Phraſe higher than which a very greag 
Undertaking can hardly either deſerve or bear, 
And the Jews (as before was ſaid ) honoured 
the Houſe of Marriage with the Title of Houle 
of Praiſe ; not only ( as I conceive) with re- 
lation to God, but to the Conjuzal Pair allo ; as 


if Praiſe were above others deſerved by them, | 
who-after this manner contributed to the In- | 
creaſe of their People : For thus ( Pfal, 78,63.) 


Their Maidens were got praiſed, is rendred, were 


rot givenin Marriage, Tam fure that ſignal Te- | 


{timony of Reſpe& which So-/omo gave to thoſe 


who hag/newly entred the Married State, was | 
yery expreſſive of this; For in his Glorious |! 
$5 Tem | 
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Temple (as | Writers'of Jewiſh 

Aﬀairs tell W he. builr on +-evef pra 
.of Eminent Nate on purpoſe for : 7 
them to paſs through , that they Ho ot 
might have the concurrent Salutati- | 
ons and Prayers of the People ; which were to 
this effe& ; * That he who had his Dwelling in 
*that Houſe would make them joyful through a 
fruitful Womb. As if all bath Private and Publick 
Welfare proceeded therefrom. And |, 

as a * Learned Perſon informs u$} K-57 Uzds 
they look'd upon the man who ob- ; 
ſtinately refuſed Marriage, to be allied&to thoſe 
who violated the Sixth Commandment : Hein 
ſome reſpeCt taking away life, who when he law- 
fully night, would ao7 give it. And truly if Man 
be of ſuch value in himſelf, and God's Favour the 
greater when the Number is increaſed , the 
Actions that are concerned in bringing up a Nu- 


merous Offfpring, do obtain'a Worth from the 


Dignity of their Nature, and from their Num- 
ber too, about whom they areconverſant. 

But what is chiefly to be conſidered is this ; 
wiz, That Thu World is as it were a Nurſery for 
a better ; which through God's Infinite Good- 
neſs is tobe furniſhed with Inhabitants in great 
meaſure from hence, if they ſhall be found wor- 
thy of ſogreata Favour: And this is the chief 
end of our being. born ; without which a life 
here would be very mean, and hardly worth living. 
Surely rhen the greateſt Deſigns, how glorious 
ſoever they may look, which reach ao further 
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than to Aﬀairs here, are in reality much-ſhort: 
of rhiat which tends to the firtig our Children 
for Heaven: And I may ſay fitting them, in the! 
mean time, 'for Earth too, by their being ins; 
ſtruQted in all thoſe Virtues which ſhall render! 
them 'worthy of Eſteem and Love. And | 
hope their Number will be thought ſo far from 
hindring this deſign, that it will rather much 
commend it,” in that it makes it the greaterygand'} 
conſequently of greateg Horch. This is an Un 
certaking, the good effeAts of which ſhall laſty 
when thoſe of otizers (tho of great Prudence 
and higtr Account ). will be forgotten : And itsi 
Reward ſhall rhen chiefly be given, whea the; 
Rewards of other things ſhall dye with us. And: 
how-glorious a Sight will itbe, to ſee in Heavens 
a good Father encompaſſed. with a fair number; 
of thoſe who were once his Children; to whom: 
his virtuous and religious 6r:»ging up, hath bee 
highly inſtrumental for the 4rnging them: thither z' 
and where' with mutual rejoicings in one. anos: 
ther, they increaſe one anther's Happineſs ? Soi 
wibrthy a work was the ioltilling of wholſome:þ 
Peecepts thought to be, even among thoſe that» 
=”; - were n& Chriſtian, that the + Sx! 
}Juv-Sat-7- 43; could not forbear, wiſhing, || 
That the Earth mi;ht lye eaſy and light up the Ans"i 

tients, aud Flowers and a perpetual Spring adarn | 
their Urs, who eſteemed a govd Inftruttor as ane ' 
ther Father, What Honour then is due to him} 
who is Both ; and not more a Father by Nature; 
than. a Maſigr by Precepts'and Coynſel ? 'He ,} 


OOO od oo ext. 1h - an as 
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would not be + merely a 
Number 3 as if born for no ,,;| & Fuges conſu-- 
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xho amidt ſuch Conſiderations ſhall account 
God's making even the Poor*s Family like a Flock, to 
be an Hindrance,not a Bleſſing zand willnor own 


thim, when rnd about the Table, to be like Olive 


Branches, deſerves that there ſhould be in his 
houſe a Miſcarrvine Womb, and Dry Breaſts, as a. 
Puniſhment to him ; and that the Undertakings 
which he is thus ( above others) art leiſure for, 


| ſhould themſelves prove aborfrwe ; or have noue 


to'inherit che Honour of them afteghim, if ſuc- 
And here, Sir, could I be heard by all thoſe 


Families abroad; wherein are Many. Brethren, 


and a// One Mm's Sons, 1 would give them this 
Counſel, That as they are a Number, ſo they 


+ Nos Numerus ſu- 


other end but to eat and mere Nati. .. Horos. - £- 
drink. And as they are Ma #f-*b 1. | 

zy in Number, fo they would be Oe in Aﬀedt;- 
ons ; ating (injuſt Enrerprizes)) as much ag 
may be, with- a conjoin'd ſtrength ; helping 


iF among themſelves thoſe that are more /», bug 


conſtant ; and confirming tk that are /eſs ſare, 
but guick; bereby living a Confutation of that 
Contumelgwhich is laid upon their Number. 
We ſaid they were as Arrows; and theſe: ( as 
* Seilurus told his Eighty Sons) , 

when ſeparated may eaſily be bro- aſd Five, | 


IF ken, but when ried cloſe rogether, no force can_ 


ſtir them. This Brotherly and AQive Temper 
js that which Nature r£quires of them, pm 


42 A Diſcourſe concerning the 
their Parents earneſtly command #nd ,expe& 
and which zl good men would much rejoice at; 
it affoxding agrateſul Entertainment to al 
around them; ſince z# is 4 good and pleaſant thin 
For Brethren thus to dwell together in Unity. | 
ever good Deſigns and Commendable Attian 
failamongſt them, it is not becauſe they are 
zerons, but becauſe their Number 1s as it wert 
| broken; the Breach for + want of 4} 
n= .Fettions "being no: leſs deſtruin 
creſcunt, piſs. than that by Death; but fuch 
cordid maxims qyer and above brings D-ſreputatia 


«ilebeurer. 3 20d Reproach , which the other if 


wholly free from. ' : 


A Second Thing againſt a Numerons Off ſpri 
is, That a Free and Generous Way of Living | 
thereby-maim'd and cut ſhort. 

I muſt needs own, Sir, That where Manjf 
Children are to be bred up, an Eſtate in its being 
Jaid out, is to look towards them , which othes 
wiſe we might uſe wholly in Hoſpitality ar tl 
Table, Charity at the Door. Religious Attian 
towards Sacred Perfons or Things, and Gemerog 
Deeds abroad, whereever occaſion ſhall maly 
room for them : For he that hath nage his Heiy 
may if he pleaſe be his own Executor, and-dy 
vide his Patrimony betwixt Heaven and Earthj 
I mean, to Uſes Sacred and Civil, 1# 
-- But tho this be truly commendable, ( and the 
more ſo, bccauſe ſo rarely done ; inſomuch tha} 
we with Praiſes wiſh Eternal Bleſſings - rl 
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Head that doth it ), yet I cannor tell but Religi- 


| ous and Pevident Education-of Children is alto- 


gether as well-pleafing unta God ; ang conſe- 


quently ( for from Him weare to take the #rve 


Worth of things ) to be no leſs well eſteem'd of 
by - diſcreet and conſidering men: Foy why 
ſhould Hoſpitality to Strangers be preferr'd be- 
fore the Care of a man's awn Family? And 
why open-handedneſs abroad, before a provi- 
dent [laying up at hame ?” The former hath in» 


#} deed more of Pop, and makes a better Figure, 


but the /atter no leſs of Yirtne and Tatrinſice Ex- 


i ccllepce, So that a Free and Generous Way of 


Living is ſo far from being maym'd and cut ſhore 
by a Numerous Ifſue, that it wi4izgly purs off in 
pood meaſure its own Gaiety, and yields to a 
Virrue not /efs in its ſelf, but in the preſent Cir» 
cumſtances more neceſſary. Not but that till it is 


js tobe exerciſed, yet with more Caution, and ſome 


Reſtraint ; = it may allow room for Natural 
AﬀeCtion, enobled with Religious Conſiderati- 


W on; and bet ſelf not the //5s Hoſpirable, by ads 


mitting other Virtues to fit (if IT may ſa ſpeak ) 
at T able together with it. Yea, it grows prudent 
for it ſelf, in yielding Proviſion to thoſe who 
ſhall liver@exerciſe Generoſity and Munificence 
in the following Age ; which in.a ſingle Perſon 
might ſpend:themſelves ſo much now, as aſter 
ſome yearsto be nothing at all, | 

- Andeventheſe Perſons with whom I now ar- 


gue, will acknowledge what I fay to be juſt. 


For when any one hves extremely —_—_— 
an 


44 A Diſcourſe concerning the 
and hath the Name of Hoſpitable and Libery 
among thoſe of the firſt Rank ; if when he dis 
he leayes his hildren ſo meanly providg 
for; that. their Education cannor be creditab} 
carried on and maintain'd, Theſe will be apt 
fay, That he ſhoulg have lived W:/ely rather that 
Splendidly 5*T hat it wou'd have been better þ 
Of/pring ſhould have ſpoken ferth his Care anf 
Kindneſs atter his Death, than Men of little Rels 
tion to him his Freeneſs only in his Life. Ang 
may be too, they*l ſpeak of Children. and the 
bringing up, with” more kindnefs and fervat 

and give them more the Precedence, even toi 


STE. 


well-regulated Greatneſs, where no Iſſue is| 
than in modeſty we could delire they ſhould if 
But then, Sir, How ' Mean is that” Free ar Fg 


Generous Way of Ltving, which. is by ſome ac 
counted ſuch ? Which conſiſts chiefly in thi 
ſeeking after Pleaſures, and the Luxurious ProJþ- 
viſions for them; and ſeems then to have at 
tain'd the chief:end, when ir doth not ſo mil 
entertain, as effewſinate and imbrute men, Whit 
if Children will not allow the ſpending of fq 
much time in the Park or Play-houfe;; the gs 
ing «ſo rich in Cloaths ; the Gaming fo high! 
the keeping ſo great a Train of Arreighne: 5 and 
the being never free from the Viſits of many} 
who are rather only known, (if fo) than kom 
to be Friends ? One of Prudence, tho he had no 
Children, would nor eſteem theſe-things to beÞ 
{o eſſential to a free way of living, as thaggf 
could be naſuch thing without them. Ye#;8 
| poſſibly | 


71 
El 
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4 poſſibly he would account even real Chains and 
AF Fettersto be not greater* hindrances of true Li- 
Af bercy and a Generous Conran Theſe are, 
& Why then ſhould many Childretf be ſaidto cut 
# ſhort that Freedom of living which, a wiſe man 
# with only few or none, would not deſire ? Nay, 


2 would ftudiouſly avoid, as a* greater Burthen 


i than all the Cares of a Numerous Family come 
$ co. Compare, Sir, the one and the other; a 
1 large Number of Children-( ia their ufual Cir- 
4 ances ) and this free and generous way of 
Ming, (as it iscalled) and ſay whether 1s ra- 
- ther to be choſen. To what account will it. 


© ariſe, ſo many years irregularly gone, and hard- 


# ly one day my lived? So great an Income 
Dent, without ſo much as any Virtue admini- 
red to? So much Rich Attire. worn, and it 
# may be not one Poor Back cloathed ? So many -- 
FF received at Table, who poſſibly remember it 
# not to morrow, unlels by the fruits of yeſter= 
48 days. Exceſs ? But then on the other {ide, how 
38 well does it look, when days are. ſpent 1n In- 
# duftry, and nights in reſt, and both keep their 
8 places, without the being one turn'd into the 
F other? When what God hath given us is laid 


3F outto theengs for which he gave it; the exer- 


48 Ccife of Virtte, and the nouriſhing up of. thoſe 
who ſhall exerciſe it when we are gone ? When 
# by righteous methods an Eſtate is kept, increa- 
# {cd, or gotren, arid Children are bred up fit to 
Ws 1 w it? When nothing 1s ſeen within, that 
8 your, yet obſcrving, years can learn ill from; 

7.5: ſh ut 
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but from the whole management of things have 
a fair foundation laid of a virtuous courſe of 
life? I need ubt, Sir, whether of theſe, 
two will be the mbre approved of by you, but 
will venture with ſome aſſurance to add this, 
" Thatthoan Eftate may many ways be laudably 
employed, yet it cannot any way be more ad- 
vantageoully uſed for the deſigns of God and 
Nature ( which are the chief inall things) than 
in the right educating of Children ; which is a 


contributing as much as in us lies, to God's fre | 


ſerving and well-governing the world ; witho 
which it would go- into diſorder and confu- 
fion. k.: 


But why, Sir, ſhould a Numerous Offfpring] 


be ſet in oppoſition to a free and hoſpitable wt 
of living? To do the Parents of ſuch Right, 

can with truth ſay, that T never have found 
more Hoſpitality with az, than I have with 
theſe, according: to the different Qualities they 
have had: Wirth thoſe of berrer Rank, Tables 


richly furniſhed, -and a moſt free Receptions | 


With thofe of a M'a1le Station, that which 4 


Friend would chiefly defire, viz. Plentiful Ee] 
tertainment, without Oſtentation, and an hearty | 


Welcome. And methinks their very number 
of Children may ſometimes alſo ſeem to cof- 


tribute both to the being Hoſpitable and Chart | 


table: The daily Proviffon for ſo many can uſually 
well allow a room for a Friend; and the Ta- 
bles Fragments, and Off-caft Garments, affgr 

Food and Cloathing for the Hungry —_ F 
| : ayy 
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Nay; it hath been-a- pertinent Obſervation, how 


much ſome Families full of. Children, near unto 
thoſe which have had none, if in ſeveral pla- 


_, 4 


ces they were ſet oz purpoſe for the Compariſon ) 
have much ourgone them in @ free ——— 
ble way of living, when there hath been an equal 
or greater Income to the fewer. Among the 
Fruitful hath been Openneſs and. truly good 
Neighbourhood ; God Almighty unaccountably 
blefing them acgording to their Number-: A» 
mong the other, a cloſeneſs. and unhoſpitable 


by 


| Temper ; .and this not to the Increaſe of Wealth, 


as if God had cauſed them to put their Gettings 
into a bag with holes, Or if they have :tortured 


Riches, and by an untoward force held them 


whether they would or no, there was this vanity 
and evil diſeaſe going along with them, that God 
gave not the owners gpwer to eat thereof. 

Neither, where are large Progenies, is there 
only a free and generous Tenor of Life, but 
ſometimes allo, 7h extraordinary Beneficence, as 


* obliges Poſterity no leſs than the preſent Gene- 


ration, One Iaſtance , as: being freſh in our 


{- memory, becauſe done inour Age, and not ex- 
| Ceeded by any, if not exceeding all of the ſame 


kind in it, .I cannot forbear to mention, viz. 
That Laſting and Noble Charity of Thomas Foley, 
Eſquire ; who in the midſt of many Heirs de- 


| ſcended from himſelf, (for he had in- all Four- 


teen Children, the greater part of whom were 
then alive, beſides Grandchildren born of ſome 
of thoſe) had that Largeneſs of Heart un 
py 


. Juv. Sat. 7. » * 
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ply to Found and Endow an Hoſpital; where | 
Sixty Poor Boys are continually mainrain'd, fits 
ted for, and an Toke to Callings, in which] tl 
they may themlelv' 


honeſtly live, and'be uſeful} 
to Society. A Detd ſo religious and great, that} ec 
by ithe hath ina ſhort time affix'd a more 'trug] (: 
Honourto his Name and Family, than a long} m 
Series of Titles for many ycars backwards, || tic 
could have tranſmitted ro them ; and hath alſs] it 
ſet an Example which will hardly be imitated] wi 
by any of thoſe who have very great Eſtaresji| m; 
and bur few 'or none of their own ' to inhed| fa 
rit them. ' | #p an 

Notwithſtanding what hath been ſaid, Tmuſt'} Ia 
confeſs, that lometimes where a Namerous If} nu 
ſue is, and th& Income good, there is not that! 


that we lay the fault where we ought to'do,. This to! 
is not to be attributed to the Namber.of Children} w: 
but to the Coverouſneſs 'of the Parent ; which 
would have been the ſame thing, had he hy 
none to provide for. And t}:is is often ſu fficiengs! 
Iy feen, in thar he as little delerves well of his! 
| Children, as he-doth of others : For:! 
LA adopt, + every thing elſe ſhall. coſt hian 
Mbir Patri more than thoſe ſhall; inſomuchs 
_ quimBilius. thay when at laſt he /eeves whar he; 
"can no /onger keep, his Sons. as little«, 
know how -to uſe his Inheritance,” as himſelf ist 
white living knew how to enjoy it. de 
So that, Sir, I leave you to judge, whether | 
the Second Objettion againſt Many Childreh, 
| may 
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may be truly urged, or not. I cannot but plead 
for them ; and had I them here, I would not let 
them go without this Freely Word, That 
whereas a good Father upott the ſcore of well- 
educating and provicing for them, hath noc 
(as we may well ſuppoſe he hath not) enjoy'd 


| many of thoſe Pleaſares, nor uſed thoſe Liber 
F ties which otherwiſe he lawfully might, and, 


it. may be thought, would have done; they 
would through a kind ſenſe of theſg Favours 
make ſome recompence for thoſe denials of him- 


| falf, by giving him all the delight they can, in 
| an obedient and every-way pleaſing behaviour, 


Iam ſure they cannot but do it, if they. be inge-< 


| nuous; and ſuch I truſt they are whom I chus 
tif both-plead for and admoniſh. . Or if' upon the 


account of their Father's doing truly his Duty 


{| towards them, God hath gy bleſs'd hint, 
#1 with ability of living liberally, a | 

4 ven him Credit and Friends; thea let them, by 
| anfhyering all the promiſing hopes he hath had 
| ofzghem, add to and increaſe theſe his Bleſſings 
4] tothe urmoſt of cheir power ; but by no means 
=} through an unindufſtrious, vicious, or irreverent 
4} Carriage, in any reſpe& ſully or diminiſh ther, 
44 And what greater pleaſure canthere be to good. 
} Children, than as it were to join, with Heaven 
4 inthe increaſing the Happineſs of a Father, wha 
, my rewarded chiefly tor his deſerving ſo wel 
4 01 TNEM © ; 
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The Third Thing is'this ; viz. An Uneaſineſi 
fill fitting upon Parents, from their being /o/4. 
catons for | Fu _ ” | 

The ſameObjeAion is made againſt the Sacre 
Name of Friendſhip, 'by ſome of thoſe who pe- 
ſter'd every thing by their Subtilties. They ſay, 

. © Thar This, in great meaſure, isto 

- 4M; de Ami» « Je avoided, leſt it ſhould be neceſſary 
* for One Man to be ſ"licitous for Mort, 

* That the foundation of an. happy life is the being 
| * void of Care ; which the Mind 
St tahquam © ye be, of DNe muſt ſtill, asit 
aye —mong c _ , with labour bring forth fot 

5 

This may indeed be xo {ſs arged againft Chil 
aren : For the Throes of Mothers ſeem not to be 
at an end as ſoon as the Birth 1s over; but they 
fill are in pain for thoſe they have brought forth, 
that it may be well with them ; and the Fathers 
partake likewiſe in this Trave]. And truly it is 
fome Credit for a' plenteous Offfpring to have 
that Argument urged againſt Them, which at the 

ame time is urged againſt one of the beſt and 
20ſt pleaſant things that Mankind enjoys. 

Butin anſwer to it all, I ſay; What if there 
be as great Solicitouſneſs where there is but Or 
or Two, as where there are Many Children? 
Nay, What if a yet greater, by far, be ſhewn 
where there is zo Child at all ? and this upon the 
very account that there is none at all. This 3 
not ſeldom ſeen ; and therefore the ObjeCtion 


lofſeth much of its Wrce , whilſt it may 'be 
brought 
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brought againſt Oze or Noxe, as well as againſt 
Many. - | 
But we will grant, That where there is a 
greater Number of Children, there :// be a 


. Solicitouſneſs :. Yer fince thoſe that are ſo very 
-apt to make this Objection, were not bred up 


without Cares themſelves, and mankind is in a 


Rate that needs them, it is no leſs than-a due 


debt lying upon them, that they ſhould exerciſe 


. ſome Cares towards others ; and the denying 
.this to every one ' would be-a great piece of In- 


juſtice, Were it that they were (as the Arici« 


ents fabled the firſt men to 


have been ) born of ſome mth. "—_— 
| ; F nati, Compolſitique luts 
F Big-bellied Oak; or were nullos habuere parentes. 


{like Mr. Hobbs's Sticklers, 9uv Sat. 6. 
ally*'d tonoone inthe world, 


there might be ſome ſhew of Reaſon why they 
ſhould or be /olicitous for any. But as the world 
from the firſt hath gone, and ſtill goes, and fo 
likewiſe muſt do, to be wholly unconcern'd for 
others welfare, - is highly unequitable. And 
ſurely our Cares may then ſeem ro be molt appo- 
fitely beſtow?d, when we educate thole who are 
related tous, as we our ſelves have been educated 
and re/ated unto others. 

There are ſome whoſe ſoft and delicate” Fem- 


-pers pleaſe themſelves with the conceits of a 


kind of Golden Age, and could wiſh that all 
things for uſe and delight' might grow up to 


their hands, and flow in upon them without any 


of their Care or Pains. But, Sir, it is by no 
D 2 means 
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means f?, that a man ſhould be altogether void "f | 


Care. Should he be born into the world merely 
totake his Paſtime in it ; to Dreſs and Comple- 
ment ; to haye all his Hours taken up betwixt 
the Comb and Glaſs, and the Couch and Table; 
to be led by Fancy, and not by Reaſon ; and 
| then only to ſhew a Con- 
Ad ftrepitum Citha-' cernedneſs, when Muſick, 
—_ Her. Eviſt. "= andBalls, and Treats are at 
an end; and to be at that 
time no otherwiſe concern'd, than how to have 
the ſame renewed, and brought over again ; the 
Noble Endowments of a man would ferve for 
very mean,ends, and ſuch as are alrogether un- 
; worthy of him. If any will be wholly void of 
Care, it muſt be after this #nm4»!y ſort with him 3 
for not only the having Many Children, but alſo all 
thoſe things that- are good and »ſeful, muſt have 
: ſome Concern and Trouble ac- 
+ Ti d' esJis ides- companying them ;. for + 
ira wg or God hath order'd it ſo to be. 
Ey nlp, Did we know ſuch a one 
. '. who had all things accord- 
Pn 0 GR ing to hisdefires, and in the 
voluit,— mid(t of them was no way 
Curis acuens mor- careful for the Welfare of 
 talia Corda, 
-Yirg. Georg. 1.x, AD, we would, I dare ſay, 
be contented that he ſhould 
Gan. 3-0 be the laſt of his Race; 
: And . however his outfide 
might be trim and gawdy , and we our ſelves 


ſo civil as to give him ſome outward ReſpeRt, 
EY yer 
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yet we could not but inwardly have very low 
and contemptible thoughts of him. 

Nay, as it is very «fit that a man ſhould be 
altogether without Cares, ſo cannot tell whe- 
ther, when he takes the Paths which ſeem at the 
greateſt diſtance from Cares, he ca be wholly 


without them. I have known ſome who have 


had little to do with any one, and not well 
known what to do with themſelves, to be as un- 
eaſy and reſtleſs as thoſe who have had the 
weight of large Pamilies Iying upon them. 
Even ſmall things, where greater are nat, will 
find the way to create trouble ; and Cares, as 
well as Nature , tho you: 
ſeem to'turn them with vio- F 4 ny expyring men 
ence out of doors, will yet re. ze. Epiſt 10. lib. 1. 
return, Yea, I dare fay, 
that the di/ſcreer Solicitouſneſs which ſome honeſt 
Parents have for their Children, 1s exceeded by 
that extravagant one Which ſome have even fora 
Dreſs, or for ſome ſmall De- 
fens, which the mere ab- Malunttorbare Rem” 
ſence of more Manly Cares P*> 94m Crinem. Seu 
hath given birth unto. So -—Taurea punit | 
that in truth the Cares that Cs On 
grow from a great many uv. Sat. 6. 
Children, do only prevent 
thoſe that would ariſe from meaner things; and 
dothemſclves put on atrue worth, by being em- 
ployed about more noble ObjeQs. - And ( what 
1s of very great moment in the preſent caſe) 
that Solicitouſneſs which is engaged towards 
D 3 Chil- 
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Children, carries refreſhments along with it, in 
that it follows the Diftates of Nature, and is an 
the ſide of Right Reaſon: For whom ſhould a 
man, or whom would he be careful for, rather 
than for thoſe who are born of him ? Not to 


mention, that the over-much Fondneſs and So- | 
licirude that is uſually ſhewn towards an Only 


Child, is correQed where there is a great Num- 
ber, and turn'd into a Rational Care for the 
rightly bringing of them up ; wherebv they are 
made Uſeful Members in the Community. - 

I know that the S9/zcz2ouſaeſs for Many Chil, 
dren ny ſometimes grow into an Axe ; But 
then it is no leſs ſubject :o excels in other things 
lik-wiſc, and fo is a fault on either hand to be 
mended ; which it well may be, eſpecially in 
che preſent caſe; ſince ſuch Arguments againſt 


immoderate Caretulneſs are attord- | 


Ep: a 'edin Sacred Writ, as can no where 
Verſe 32, Elſe be found, And tho Diſtrult 
be laid to the Heathens Charge, 

and we are thereupon the more cautioned to 
avoid it; yet he among 


Permittes ipſis expende= F/ M2, 
re Nairitaibus gol them ſpake divinely , who 


fie urile noſtris, &. . Calmneſs 8nd Aſſurance 
gunent—— ps Hom®, truſt our Concerns with 
Juv, Sat. to. God; ſince Men are more 
dear to Jim, than they are 

to Themſelves. 
And ( it it may be look*d upon as ſome little 
Inſtance of a plealing Contentment amid{t Ma- 


ny 
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oy Children) I could tell you, Sir, where from 
the Teſtimonies of the Parents themſelves, there 
was not only the greateſt freedom from inordi. 
nate Cares, but the greatelt acceſſion of Jo 

alſo, when they went to the Houſe of God, 


| and ſaw their F/ve Sons following them, with 
_ every one a S/ſfter in their hand, It was matter 


of their enlarged Praiſes to God, that they could 
in ſuch a perfe& Number attend upon him in 


his Publick Service :” And the SpeCtacle was ſo 


plealing to the Great Congregation, that many 
could not refrain from making Prayers-for God's 
Bleſſing upon them all. And, Sir, when the 
{ame thing ſhall be done by your greater, and, 
equal Number of either Sex; as it will be, I 
doubt not,. to your ſelf and good Conlort, a 
matter of much Joy, ſo (allow me to ſpeak it ) 
Florence 1s not a fitter Sight for an Holy-Day, 


" than Theſe of Yours will be. 


Thoſe, I am ſure, may well be admoniſh'd, 
for whom great Cares are undergone, that they 
approve themſelves not unworthy of them. As 


they are a great Number, a kind Solicitouſneſs is 


not more than 15 zzeet to be ſhewn towards them ; 
but if they ſhall not be as good as they are many, 
it is more than will be dcſerved by them. They 
who as they are Children, render the Careful- 
neſs of Parents to be rational and creditable, 
{ſhould by no means cauſe it in any reſpeR to be 
forrowful and grievous. Ill Morals, and want 
of Duty, will quickly make ir to be fo ; which 
they are earneſtly beſought not to contribute to ; 
D 4 | By 
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By thoſe Pains their Mothers underwent for 


them ſo many Months before they were borg, 


and at their Birth : ( Or if theſe were from Ne. 


ceſſity, and not from Love to them ) By thoſe 
Yearnings towards them when they were little, 
and unable to help themſelves : By that conti- 
-nued Watchfulneſs which preſerved them from 
Fire and Water, and a Thouſand more Dangers 
they were liable unto: By thoſe many careful 
Provifions which were made for their Educati- 
on : By that Anxiouſneſs in placing them out 
into the world, and that daily fearfulneſs of 
their My-way miſcarrying: By thoſe pleaſing 
Hopes which are conceiv'd of their well doing 
and thoſe earneſt Prayers which are conſtantly 
put up for their good in every reſpe&t : How 
11! will it look, if after ail theſe Expreſſions ef 
uninterrupted Cares and- Solicitouſnels, "there 


ſhall be nothing rightly to anſwer them ; or on- 


Iy that which {hall the worlt way do it? If there 
be any good Blood in Children, it will both riſe 
into a Bluſh, ſhould they any way have failed in 
what was, their part to do; and alſo will ſir 
them up to make undelay'd and ſuitable returns ; 
eſpecially ſince, however the Solicitude and Cares 
of Parents may have been' very exceſſive; and 


thereby a great Fault, and at the ſame timea 


great Puniſhment to them, they yet are very 
ſtrong Obligations to Children , and ſuch as 
ſhould influence their whole lives to gratefulneſs 
andatrue care-of themſelves, AS 


S 


put 
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But let us go to the Fourth Thing, viz, The 
Affliftions that ariſe from Some, who 1n all pro- 
bability among ſo Mary, will not prove well. 


And indeed, this is often too true ; there being 
Inftances daily of the Gricf of Parcnts, from 
the Miſcarriage of their Children : And this 
their Grief is the greater, in that they are touch'd 
(if T may ſo ſpeak ) inthe tenderelt part of their 
Souls; nothing being more zear them, or rather 
fo much themſebves, as their Children are. Nay 
further, there 4is a greater Exceſs of Jorrow, 
when after all the hopes, even from Infancy, of 
what Comforts they ſhould reap from them 
when grown up, (and thoſe their Hopes are 
uſually very large; as ariſing from that over- 
great Opinion which Parents are apt to conceive 
of their own) they are ſurpriz'd with the con- 
trary to their expeQations, and ſce themſelves 
of a ſudden miſerably deceived. * 

But certainly the Number of their Children 
is notito be blamed for this. And herein we are 
a little obliged to the common repute ( tho in it 
ſelf vain) which makes the Seventh Place in 
the Number of Sons to give the Privilege of an 
Healing Virtue and Fortunateneſs : But no Num- 
ber, or Place in Number, hath ever, ſo far as I 
know, been thought ill to any Children. 

The Reaſons then' of Childrens proving ill, 
are to be ſought elſewhere: And they wall 
pe found to_ be lodg'd oftentimes ow in 

others 


> 
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others than in. themſelves; the Parents having 
too much an hand in their own Affliction. 

Not to mention how injurious they may be tg 
their Offfpring, by indulging in themſelves /; 
cious Inclinations of what ſort ſoever ; and ren- 
dring them habitual, when as yet they are only 
in the way of. being Fathers. The Features of 
their Body are not ſo ſurely reſembled 1n Iſue, 

| as the + 14 Qualities of the 

+ Simitem tibi ſe non Mind, when they have been 
_ Corpore tantum ſuffered to go-uncontroul'd, 
Ne— ne ” I remember Ph:loinfhis Em- 
® Juv. Sat. 14. baſly, repreſfats Cains Calts 

.  gula boaſting of himſelf, 
That from his Anceſtors being ured to Domis 
#ion, he, while he was in his Mother's Womb, 
and before he was brought into the world, was 
'inſtruRed in the Art of Governing. It may more 


truly be ſaid of ſome who fpring from an Im. 


moral and Debauched Stock; that they are in 
the very derivation of their Being diſpoſed for 
| -- _ the * Exceſles of Tayerns, 
, Sieve 9 wglurnet the Difſoluteneſs of Stews, 
S121 CASA wv av 7 ; 
tel $ omei; i: m. Or Whatever elle may be 
Tees wily momozue. termed proving ill. Por tho 
251 7/76, Put. * no natural Temper is ſo un- 
. CY. , 
happily bad, but that it may 
be ſubdued by a Conſtancy of Care, and the 
Grace of God ; yet the evil Habits of Parents do 
oftentimes caſt ſo ſtrong an Tafluence on the Make 
and Inward Compoſure of Children , that there 
will in them be need of more obſtinate Reſiſtan« 
ces 
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ces than men are uſually willing to exerciſe, ar 
than the Power and Skill of Tei Faihers are 
able to excite and keep up in them, tho they 
ſhould afterwards to the utmoſt endeavour to 
do it. | | 
Sometimes the Education of their Childrea 
is careleſs and looſe. The ſutiering their Tongues 
to. be firſt ſeaſon'd with unſcemly: words, and 
raking pleaſure themſelves in hearing them ; the 
ſtirring up of Paſſions, and encouraging them 
to heli e Revenges they are capable of, is in 


' my opinion an early foundation to what will af- 


terwards be worſe. When Childhood is wear- 
ing off, they will be careleſs of them at home, 
-lay the Grounds of Religion very ſlightly, if at 


' all ; and poſſibly ſer them an Ill Example in 


their own practice; which carries too ſure ag 
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- left them. 
- their Softneſs ſhall be cloſed 


Influence unto , and in a , - 


manner #Þ -au _horizes them . 


in their proving 11I. 
Sometimes the fault ſhall 

lye chiefly in a 200 great Foxd- 

<4 and Indulgence ; They'll 


_ uſe their Children to an evil 


 Tendernefs, * forming their 
Palate before their 7ongne, 
and accuſtoming them to 
Delicacies both of Cloaths 
and Fond ; infomuch that 
they ſhall zeed all that can be 
And perchance 


+—velocins & citinis nog 
Corrumpunt vitiorum 
- Exempla domeſtica 
magnis 
Cum ſubeant animos 
authoribus. 
7 #V. Sat I 4» . 


* Quid - non adultus 
concupiſcit, qui in pur- 
puris repit ? nondum _ 
prima verba exprimit , 
Jam. Coccum intelligit, 
jam Conchylium poſcit. 
Ante palatum eorum 
quam os inſtituimus,&'s; 


Qzintil, Jaſticut, 4, 1. 


with 
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with by the weak Father, againſt all the Method; 
of Diſcipline which are uſed for the alterinp 
them. So that afterwards Manly 4#ions will not 
agree with their Conſtitution. They cannot bear 
the Hardſbip of being ſtrenuous and induſtrious: 
And their 1»fant Tendernefs by a kind of neceſ 
fity improves into an adx/t one, accompanied 
with all thoſe Vices that are ſuitable to it. Or 
ſhould their Conſtitution be more frog than 
their Education hath been good, yet if their 
Father (as Adonijah's, 1 Kings r. 6. ) hath not 
at any time diſpleaſed them, inlaying, Why have 
ye done ſo ? no wonder if they at length 4iſpleaſe 
their Father to purpoſe, and even ſeize his Eſtate 
before his head be laid. | 


And while I am taking notice of 17 Education, | 


as being a chief Cauſe of Childrens proving ill, 
if IT may give an. Example the other way, wor- 
thy to be imitated, it ſhall be that noble one of 
Mary the Wife of Alexander Duke of Parms, 
mentioned by Strada, de B:lo Belg. Dec. x 1ib. 4. 
After he had given an account of her inceſſant 
Prayers and Faſtings for her Husband, during 
his being in the Wars, he adds, Liberos vero, 
qu0d intelligeret ſingulari a Deo Benignitate con- 
ceſſos, precipuo Studio, &c. But hey Children, be- 
cauſe ſhe knew them to be vouchſafed her by the 


ſingular Favour of God , ſhe moſt carefully: 


while ſhe lived, endeavoured to ſeaſon with Dt- 
vine InſtruQions : and afterwards when ſhe was 


near her Death, ſhe committed nothing tothe 


Duke her Husband witha greater accuracy asto 


Par- }, 
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Particularities, than their Education : Uſing to 
God thoſe-words which ſhe had read Queen 
Blaxch, the Mother of Lewis the Saint, had uſed 
before her ; *I now in this my laſt hour pray and 
tbeſeech thee who art the Father of all, that if 
* my Children ſhall be about tocommir any grie- 


«yous Sin againſt-chee, thou by haſtning their 


Death, wouldſt prevent ſuch Offence againſt: 
(thy Divine Majefty, A Wiſh (faith the Hi + 
ſorian.) worthy ſuch Princely Mothers, who 
would not thoſe ſhould be their Sons, that would 
not own God the great King of the world to be 
their Father. Werethere ſuch pious Care and 


[| Earneſtneſs ſhewn' uſual'y in the bringing up of 


Children ; and were that Care and Earneſtneſs 
ſeconded with uncefſant Prayers 'to God thar 


. they might live before him, and have his Grace 


and Bleſſing, fewe#®would prove ill than now 
there do, Thoſe upon whom ſo much Religi- 
ous Pains, ſo many Prayers and Tears have been 
laid out, cannot likely miſcarry} + * 
Sometimes where there is not a Careleſcneſs 
or Over-fondneſs, there may be Impruderce little 
leſs dangerous than thoſe. And this hath been . 
often ſeen as in ſome other-things, {ſo eſpecially 
(letmeſayir) in letting the Concerns of their 
Left Will be known before'their time ; which 
hath been of very ill conſequence'in nouriſhiug 
Animoſities between Children, and Diſtaſtes 
towards the Parents the] lelyes; which increaſe 
with Time, and are a peculiar AMiion to 
Them, and a great Uncaſineſs and Diſquiet to 


_ the whole Family. Now 


IT RW 
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Now why ſhould not the. Careleſsneſs, Bad 
Example, Fondneſs, and Imprudence 'of -Þa. 
rents be taxed for the ill proving ot Children 
rather than their Numerouſneſs? Or why ſhoul 
any on this account plead againſt a greater 
Number, and not againſt Children as ſuch? 
-Since theſe things T have beer-mentioning tent 

' *220 the making Fewer to be an Affliction, as well 
*. -as More; and Fondneſs and Indulgence is in ar 
E eſpecial manner the Danger of Oxe a/one.  'Thi 
I am ſure of, That were Parents more. careful 

, - and prudent in the bringing up their Children 

©; "' this ObjeRtion againſt a Numerous Ifſue, fron 

+: ,fome of their proving ill, would much loſe df * 
- -its force. , | 

'* * Butyet if muſt neceſſarily be acknowledged 

" when Parents have uſed all che Care .and Pry 
dence they poſſibly can, Mve called in the ad 

vice and endeavours of Friends, and have alh 

by earneſt Prayers ſought aid from Heaven fo 

the we'lMloing of their Children, they hay 
found all too little to:engage them ro that Dili 
gence, Sobriety, and Obedfence, which above al 

« earthly things they have deſired. The many 
Temptations and Allurements of the Age 5 the 
Sabtilties of Hogſe: Companions , and the tov 
Pliant L"-- Youth to Vicious Courſes 
when thoſe Courſes offer Pleaſure and Eaſe, di 
oftentimes too ſurely betray, engage, and hold 

faſt oreen and unconfirmed Tears. | 
However, Sir, tho it thus be, yet why this 

ſhould make more againſt Many Children, than 

.. Fewer, 
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Fewer, or One, Icannot ſee. Theſe ater are 
as much in danger as the former ; and if any of 


-Theſe prove ill, how is the AfiQtion the leſs? 


But Theſe, you'll ſay, may eſcape, while the 
Other are taken: And we may reply, Tis poſſi- 
ble Theſe may be taken, while the Other eſcape. 
But tis more probable, that One or-More of the 
Many may fail: Yea, but if Oze of Two fails, 
then Half is goie 3 if an Only Son, then AJ.. 
But more of the Many may go awry:: 'Tistrue ; 


but then more of them may prove well. As 


there is more likelihood in Many, of Trouble 
from Some, ſo there 1s greater pobabilig of. 


"Comfort from Others. © Add to this, thay the 


Grief from an O»/y Child, if he miſcarry, 1s by * 

ſo much the greater, becauſe he is a Fewe/, and 
the Whole of the Treaſure: And ſince common- 
ly the Love to HA is equal to the Love that is 
ſhewn to Mary, the Afiiction muſt, ſtrike as 


. deepas that from the others would, ſhould they 


All be drawn aſide: But that they ſhould 4/7 be 
thus drawn, is not ſo likely. 'Fhe like may be 
faid in proportion to more than Oze, i.e. a Few ; 
and therefore the Advantage: is on the fide of 
the Many ; and the more,, becauſe their Num- 
ber takes off the Aſſurances of great Incomes, 
( which the other in likelihood may have ) and 


\- ſo may engage them in that Ifuſtry for their 


living in the world, which thoſe other are 
the leſs concern'd for, as not haviog ſo much 
need of. it. 


There 


—  — — 
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There are other AfliQtions beſides thoſe of 
not proving well by diſorderly Carriage, which 


'may come in to the ObjeCttion, as Deaths, De. |. 


formities, want of Capacities, and ſuch like, 
which very nearly affe& the hearts of Parents; 
But a leſs numbred Iſſue is ſubject to them ag 
well as a greater ; and fo the laying them chiefly 
to the charge of the latter 15-not fair. 1 

.:All that I ſhall ſay is this : When any of theſe 
Afiiftionsare rather the D-ſpoſals of . Providence, 
than the effets of Fasulrs in Parents, and fall: 
upon ſuch as have endeavour'd not to be want-: 
ingin their-Duty to their Children, let them; 
be born with Patience and Submiffeon. The ſufs! 
fering the Pleaſures of all other Bleffings to be 
wholly takerf away by the Grief for a Child, 
that proves amiſs, cannot be conſiſtent with; 


Innocence. There is no mA but hath his Af. } 


fictions /e-ze way or other ; and God ſees it good 
that Some, even Good Fathers, ſhould have theirs 
in This marmner.'* They are indeed of the /everer- 
fert ; and we*might wiſh they were the Lot 
alone cf careleſs and imprudent Parents, that 
deferve them, (as indeed they moſt often are. );" 


But it is the Happineſs of a Chriſtian, that what-'/Þ 
ever his Trouble is, it may, unkeſs it be his own || 
fault, be for his good :* And he may lo far com-/1 
fort himſelf, That God is a more loving Father / 
to good men, than they can be to their Chil-.. 
dren ; and ſo even this Affliction, how bitter. 
ſoever it is, may be laid upon him as tothe 1/ſue 
and Evert, out of Paternal Care and Love, How- 
ever, 
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ever, ſureI am, nothing can be more true, than 
that the diſreſpeting a man for the Afﬀtidtions that 


| proceed from his amber of Children, is a molt = 


il-naturd and inhumane part ; and an highly ab. 
ſurd one, to do it merely for his Number, where 


there is viſibly no 41:0 from them. 


I cannot leave this Head neither, without 


'| Counſel to thoſe whoſe Cauſe I defend ; vis. 


That they would obviate this ObjeQion,by an 
unceaſing Carefulneſs that no Grief ariſe to their 


| Parents from any fault of theirs. Tr is poſlible 
| thata large Number may both 1n its ſelf, and 


from every particular in it, give nd cauſe. of 
Grief to thoſe from whom they ſprung: And 1 
could inſtance where it hath been ſo, and where 


| they all have proved well, and- thrived happily 
| inthe world. What hath been, why'may it noc 
| fillbe ? And tho itHath been leſs frequently, yet 


why may it not, with due .care, be moe often ? 
Methinks I would have a Plenteous Offipring to 
look upon themſelves as a Srronp Party againſt 
all Immorality, and any thing elſe ( in their pow» 
er to prevent ) that may bring Sorrow to their 
Parents ; and by an azited Force to keep them off. 


A "This they cando; and what is ſo werooung 


them, and will ſpeak forth ſuch a Reſolute a 

Excellent Spirit in them all, let nothing either 
force or warp them from it. Bur if there hath 
been Trouble created by fome of them, either 
from Faults that might have: been remedied, or 
from Unhappineſs that co#/4 not, thoſe that are 


iree, ſhould by an Exceſs ( if poſſible) of Duty 
EB on 
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on their part, 'make vpthe Defe&on the part of 
others. *. AidFion uſually carries great -Oratory 
along with ir, and works oftentimes even upon 
ſtrangers and unknown. perſons. And ſhall it 
theleſs db ſo upon Children, where the endeared 


Titles of Father and Mother call ſtrongly alſo} 


i them to remove it, in theway I ſpeak of? 
Theit moſt affectionate and dutiful Deportment 
Will'ndt iffdeed wholly take away the AfiiQion, 
but it will ſet a Joy cloſe by it, through which 
it will-be leſs difficulr to be born. And I woult 
be the moxe urgent with them upon this m_ 
that if .my Arguments cannot prevail, «at leall 


a1 


my Earneſtneſs may. 


The Fifth and laft thing isthis ; viz. A mu! 
ame ſinking int Meanneſs, by realon-that when 
there are many Children, there is no like[thodd 


that a Plentifu! Proviſions ſhould be made forf +. 
#hem all, «+ | 


Indeed our deſires of being we/l-ſpokes of, and 
efteem'd in Life, and of being remembred not to 
our diſadvantage after Death, are naturally plant- 
e&d in us, and are a great Spur to laudable Aqt 
ons. But perchancegH had arrived to no mean 
Part of PFerfettion, and did deſerve Praiſe for it 
too, who ſaid, * Could he do his Duty as be 
ought, and thereby bewell-pleafing unto God, 


© he could abſolutely be content it ſhould never 
©be remembred that |/ach 4 one'as He had lived is 


* the worla, If a'man ſhall affeQ to have a _ 
; OtLNeTr* 


> fn = im amt ow rule wth ..o.: 
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otherwiſe than ( whil6he doth, his Duty )' God 
is pleaſed to order. he ſhall hayey it ſhews le is 
not worthy the name he affeReth; and is unskil- 
ful ja theamportant .differenge between a; great 
and 3 goad Name; This latter, tho ngt reaching 


: bo: wide, nor ſpoke fo loud, being yet fuch-as a 


Reljzious man would much rather chuſe than 


+ the other. It is not his-fault he hath ſuch a. Nut- 
'merous Iſſue; but he, looks upongitas the Fa- 


vour of God. to-him ;:faying. with, '/ #4 + + 


', 
-v 


Facob , The A£lulgren that thou haſt Geri. 3 4.5? 


graciouſly, grven thy ſervant. » And yg: 1 4 
he will 10 by them the beſt he "carl; ended- 
youring. to make them truly h;s whogeveithern, 
whatever Circumſtances as to, Eſtate he leaves 
them in., .1f he ſhall not after;/Deagh be 14/#d 
of .in his,Childrens Greatneſs, he will yet rake 


care not to havg anz// remembrange amidſt their 


-Meannelſs, through any fault of 'bs or theirs 1; 


... It is indeed an indiſpenſable Duty for x Fathdr 


to endeayour to make his Children good, but that 


he ſhould make them zzeat, wefind no where 


commanded; This later mean are uſually rooms 


tent..upon of themſelves, and need no Inftige- 
tions-toit. But whea all is: done, it may truly 
be laid, that rhe Percy a0 pert of Parents, and 
that Virtue and Induſtry they have pollefs'd their 
Children with, are an'7zberitance much ſurpaſ- 
fing a great Eſtate : Ang they are not meanly or 
diſcreditably left, who have Theſe their Patfi- 
mony ; for Theſe will intail God's Bleſſing upon 
them ; and are thoſe Ingredients alſo of & good 

E > _*® MNamey 
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Name, which make it rather to be 
choſen than great Riches, and better 
than precious ointment. | 

- Bat, Sir, -it is moſt certainly fo, that where 
there hath! been abundantly enough for many 
Sons, the Name hath yer funk c all Circum- 
ſtances conſidered ) as much as where Children 
have laboured under meaner Proviſions, The 
Example is very high, but no leſs pertinent, in 
the vaſt Dominions of Charles the Great, which, 
if: ever any could, might be thoughr ſufficient 
to have advantageouſly kept up his Name in-his 
Pofterity : © Yet. his immediate Grandchildren, 
the Sons of Ledovicus Pizs, too forward to make 
themſelves-all Kings, firſt depoſed their Father, 
then divided his Territories ( or rather rore 
them) among themſelves ; which paſſing after 
a while into ſach Families as were Enemies t0 


Prov: 22, I, 
Eccl. 7. 1. 


the 'Crown of France, made the Carslovinia | 


Line leſs conliderable both at home and abroad: 
There being no queſtion to be made ( fays mine 
At * Author?) but Lews the Stammer- 
WP er, Charles the Bald, the Groſs, the 
Simple, would otherwife have found berter Ti- 
tles. So unſurea Foundation of a Great Name 
1n Poſterity, is a large proviſion for them. 

I know it may be faid, That the fault was 
here not-in the Proviſion, but in the Number, 
'Tho perbaps alſo it withaot be denied, thar che 
Proviſion being too great, might contribute to 
its own fall, through irs own weight. * And 
-indeed, where an Eſtate is beyond all meaſure 
"1 DEVA * t00 
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| © $00 big for any one Fathily, beſides the Natural 


* Inconveniexces, Which like inaigefted Humours 1n 
*an over-bulky Body tend to the weakning of it, 
« Divine Providence may be- concern'd to .give” 


+ flop to its growth, and out of Juſtice bring it 


*lower ; eſpecially w hen it hath grown ſuch by 
*the Injury of others. | | 
But to anſwer both theſe together. We will 
ſuppoſe there ſhall be but few Children, andthe 
Ettate not eaceffvely great, {tho ſo great, that 


more in reaſon can hardly be deſired? yetir is 
nat always fgr the laſting Credit of a man to 


have left ſuch Proviſion to ſuch Chiliren.. For 
itis poſſible ( and truly nor uncommonly ſeen ) 
that Few, or but Two Brothers, may. fall out even 
about what is thus left chem ; and may find the 
Eſtate great enough too for theaffording Power 
to undo one the. orher: Or the Eſtate may in a 


more filent -manner make chaſte to moulder 


away; and then he who got and left it,is as much 


' cenſured in the decreaſe either of theſe ways, 


as he-had thought to be'prais'd in the Continu- 

ance of it. | 
Sometimes Childrens being richly left, tho 
thereby they might ſeem placed molt advantage- 
ouſly for virtuous ARtions, and above the trou- 
bles chat others ſuffer, hath been the occaſion of 
greater Follies, Vices, and Miferies, than what 
uſually fall upon inferior men : For Richesand 
an Eſtate are of themſclves indifferent to contrary 
Operations, to- good or il, to joy or ſorrow: And 
they do not more defend and adyantzge ſome, 
| E 3 thang 
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£ han they expoſe and bftray others. Some that 
b,vebeen endued with Natural Abilities both of 
Body and Mind-for a YVirtaows Life, of thehizher | - 
ſore, and'in their Temper have ſhewed no aver- | 
ſation, 'butan. aptneſs rather thereunto, have fal. | | 
len: from it for no reaſon ſo viſible, as becauſe 
they have had Eſtates, which haveatiorded them 
Pleaſures and Flatrerers. ' Nor have many found 
them leſs inſtrumental 'to more than ordinar 
Troubles ;*%lpecially thoſe of the Weaker Sex, 
who have: hereby been too” frequently made a 
Prey to:ilL men: Inſomuch thavemore thair'a 
few, from the grievous Diſcontents and Miſeries 
which their larger Portunes have brought upon 
them; and bound them all their lives unto, have 
deliberately, and not in a Paſſfon, wiſh'd that 
their Lot had been of the meanef ſort ; and that | 
C if it had pleaſed God ) they themſelves had 
been of the number of thoſe whoſe daily Bread 
iearn'd by their daily labour. And great Cre- 
dit'no doubt it is for the deceaſed Father to be re- 
membred either from the Extravayancies or the 
Sorrows which his Eftate hath betray'd his Chil: 
dren unto. "A | | 
But it will be ſaid,” That a plentiful Proviſion 
may be, and often is, much' for the Welfareof 
Children, and highty conducive tothe Nameof 
a Family ; both of which a Numerous Off pring 
forbids. & 28-1 h . ds 
© That a plentiful Provifion may be for 
Chil-irens Welfare, and a Family's Name, 1 
_ ; but that a Numerous Offfpring thus for- 
*Þids both, I deny, FL ESE MI 
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For Lam ſure it ſonfktimes doth not ; God ſo 
bleſſing the diſcreet Father's ,Care, that all are 
plentifully. provided for, and theman's Reputa- 
tion too, much better ſecured from his prudent 


| laying up a. Competency for /o Many, than if he 


had heap'd a.grezr Eſtate upon One alone. 


Nay, ſometime3 where great Honour hath 
been-attaind unto, a great many Children have 
been ſo far from diminiſhing: ſuch Hgnour, that 
they have very much multiplied and increaſed it. 
There canngz be given a more convincing Proof 


of this, chan in the Family of the Honourable 


Richard Boyle, who beingat firſt only a Reiyate 
Gentleman, and a Younger Brother ,” from/a 


Father that was alſo a Younger Brother, aroſe 


to. be the firſt Earl of Cork, _ Hehad-by his Var- 
tuous Conſort ( the Daughter of Sir John Fex- 
zon) Five Sons and Eight Daughters: Four of 
his Sons he lived: to ſee Lords and Peers of the 
Realm of Treland, and a Fifch was greater than 
thoſe, viz. the Honourable Robert Boyle ; whoſe 


'Name alone is equal to a very large Encomi- 


um, Six of his. Daughters were married to 


'Earis and Lords, and himſelf had the Happi-- 


neſs of being made a Grandfather by the young- 
eſt of them. How much Reputation and Ho- 
zour had this Noble Perſon not been 'adorned 


with, if he hag had none, or only a few Chil- 


dren? Nay, if his other Bleſſings had learn'd 
to zxcreaſe from the Increaſes of his Of ſpring, his 


. Income and Wealth came into the account 1n 


E 4 that 
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that great Character which is * gi- 

; Conpeege ven of him ; * That he raiſed ſuch 
 ccdbamen 88 Honour and Eſtate, and left ſuch 
. " ' ©%a Family, as never any Subject of 


* the Three Kjn2doms had done. And leſt any. 


thing ſhould ſeem to detratt from God's Favour 
to Him and his Numerous 4Jſſue, and to lay his 


great Fortunes on ſomewhar elſe, his Integrity | 
in his Riſe and Growths was ſo eminent end 
uncorrupt , that the moſt invidious Scrutiny: | 
could not find wherewith to tax him of any Ir: 
regular Methods, but he f:1{ rofe, and jt:1{ was | 


znnocent, 
After this remarkable Inſtance, there 1s ano- 
ther thar may nor, Sir, be paſſed by, becauſe it 


ſeems to offer it ſelf, as not being far from us: 


viz. inthe Plenteous Iſue of Sir John Crrber, of 
Stoak, Baronet, by Azz his Wife; which were 
an Equal Number of Bock Sexes, andao fewer 
than Ter of each. Of tlie Sons indeed T'wo on- 
Iy married, the Eſdeſt and the Ninth ;. the for- 
mer advantageouſly, as it became the Heir ; rhe 
latter not leſs honourably than if himſelf had been 
he : Bur every one of the Ten Daughters were 
match'd, Some into Hononrable Families, and 
All into 'Worthy ones. Their own Family de- 


Tervedly glories in them, as throwing back Ho- 


 nours upon it by their Marriage, not unanſwer- 


able to what they drew from it by their Birth. - 


And where there hath been only a Competen- 
cy leit for'a great many, bur'yert. a very Good 
Name thereby obtain'd by the: careful. andpit- 
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Having Many Children. 773 
cent Parents, one or more of ſuch Children have 
not ſeldom riſen to ſuch Eftate and Honour, as 
their Family all the while it was fewer was un- 
acquainted with. I might ( amongſt many 


| others) fetch an Inſtance from a moſt excellenc 


Perſon ( whoſe Name yet my great ReſpeCt 
will not ſuffer me to mention, this Paper not 


| being worthy of it) who baving been one of 


Seventeen Children, ( Sixteen of whom grew 


' up tobe Men and Women, viz. Four Daugh- 


ters and Twelve Sons, and lived all very credita- 


|. bly in che world ) hath had the Honour to re- 


fuſe a Biſhoprick, and is now a BenefaQor thar 
may ſtand equal to a Founder; whoſe Name 


' will liveſo longas good Learning ſhall flouriſh 


in his College, or holy Devotions be offered up 
in his Chappel. Another Brother of the ſame 
Seventeen (Sir B, B.) by his large Acquiſi- 
tions as to Eſtate ( which poſſibly place him 
among thoſe of the very firſt Rank) hath given 
gcod cauſe for what hath in a pleaſant manner 
been ſometimes ſaid, ( with alluſion to his 
Name ) That he hath a Benjamin's Portion, I 
may cheerfully ſay it, and yet ſpeak a Truth, 
That where ſome men cannot themſelves reach 
to the obtaining or increaſing of a Name or 
Eſtate, it is pethaps none of the /eaff ſure and 
efficacious means to beget Many Children for the 


doing of either, 
Ad 


how know we but thoſe from whom the 
Number began and went on to. be termed preat 
{for he mult be bora after ſeveral, who firſt oc- 
| caſions 


73 A Difeturſe concerning the 
eaflons it to be-termed{b ) may in due time 
| Prove the greateſt Comforts? thothe other may 


- -be/no mean 'ones. If the Eldeſt | 


Gene 49-3 with Rexben be the Beginning! if 
Strength, thoſe of a larter”Birth' may. be-the 
Completion'of it. Of the Fight Sonsof Feſſein 
Sacred Writ, the Toungeff ve read, was a'Crowh. 
ed Head, And tho this is an Example ſo-rare, 
that it ſtands as it were alone, perchanece in the 


many Ages fince not to' be parallel'd, yet it's, 


ſufficient if it ordinarily beſo far anſwered, (s 
It not ſeldom is) that the Younger ſhall become 
the'greateſt Scholars, or-the Richeſt-Traders; 
and from their Induſtry ſhall alfo'make the Eb 
der ones look better to themſelves, «than other. 
wiſe probably they would have done. And the 
very thoughts that ſo it may be, may make ſuch 
as'you, Sir, ftill bid the Increafes of your Fa 
milies very welcome into the world. 

'-* But whether the Beginning, Middle, or Lar- 
ter End of alarge Progeny ſhall afford the more 
Repmable and Wealthy ones ; and the reſt ( asit 
may ſeem) ſhall chiefly from'their Number be 
1n meaner Circumſtances; yet there are in the 


world more than That Proculeius whom the Ly | 


| rick:Poet ſings of *, that 

* Vivet Grtento Procu- nduriſh in "themſelves the 
Thea; av anim1 Tenderneſs and Ca re of 
Fathers towards their Bre 


© Paterni, &c. ' 
L.2.04.2. thren, and that will partake 


of *the ſame long-liv'd Fame | 


with himon that account. "And certainly it $4 
great 


_- 
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Having Many Childrtn: 55 
Expreſſion of  Re#gion, and will notfall 
of a Reward- in this world ( for all with highly 


eſteem and {peak well-of it )' as whenthey are 


Converted, fo likewiſe when they are rich and 
able; to frenpthes vheir Brethren. j- Be 
:.: And whac'is not-to be forgotten, the Pious In- 
duſtry and:EndeavoM: forthe educating of Ma- 
py<Children,” is ſo- pleaſMmF and acceptable 'r> 
yood ev, that they are willing where honeſt Pa- 
Tents ſtenv to: be ſtraitned by their” Nurtiber, to 
lend an hand to them when opportunity ſerves. 
'Andiin thoſe Publick Encouragements which 
the Piety and ' Munificence' of former A 
-have left, they who were part of 'a Nunferous 
Ifſue, if in Merits not »nequal to' others, have 
frequently in that they were part of /ach Tſſne, 
been preferred before them. Which hath been 
an occaſional Charity rightly ſuited to a fanding 
Benefation ; and in great meaſure hath ſhewed 
the following Generations to be: not unworthy 
the good deeds of their Anceſtors, [ſince 'they 
have fo advantageouſly diſpenſed them. * 
* Sometimes where the Children that are Ma- 
ny are not well-provided for, and the Credit of 


- their Family is thereby lefſened, it 1s, from the 


Parents or the Childrens own fault, and ſo by no 
means to be laid to the Charge of their Namber. 

The Parezts themſelves are faulty, and deſtroy 
their own future Reputation, by a» enjoying it t00 
»uch in their /ife 194me. They will live grear, 


 makealarge Figure, and follow the mad-guiſe 


of the world, even beyond their Abilities ; = 
6 "pl : o 


76 A Diſcourſe concerning the 


ſo their Yaxity being greater than their Natard 
Afﬀetion, the Welfare of their Children, and 
their own Name too is facrificed to it. Ie 


4 

The Children ſometimes deſerve the blame; 
when preferring their own unſettled Faxcies be. 
fore the Prudence and ſage Advice of others, 
they affe&t Callings unſuitable to their Capach 
ties, or Parents Abilities : And ſo, if rot grati 
fed, grow careleſs or ſtubborn; which is neva. 


the way to Creditor Wealth : If yie/ded ro, they 


find themſelves after ſome time unequal to their 
ſtate of life, and ſo fall into Contempt and 
Want. Or when after a prudent { as their Pa 
rents and themſelves thought) and agreeable 
Diſpoſal in the world, they grow weary of what 


they. ere-while liked; and throwing off the. 


Proviſions but now made for them, expoſe them 
ſelves naked, on preſumption of Second Cares 
towards them ; which either cannot be at all, or 
muſt be much more low and diſadvantageous 
than the former. Or when all along they ſhall 
be averſe to any Calling, and let Cares and Bufi- 
neſs alone to thoſe that like them. 'A thing 
which (I ſpeak it not with diſreſpeQ) the 
Tounger Sons of Gentlemen are too often not 
commendable in; whof look upon the Studies 
of Arts and Sciences, and the managing of 
Trades, which yield a fair Livelihood and Res 
putation to others, to be below them; And iq 
they bring themſelves into mean and depending 
Circumftances, which are much more w—_ 
oy thy 
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Having Many Children. = 57 
thy their Family. But yet hereby they rank 
themſelves with good aps 1 the Younger 
Sonsof Germen Nobility, who out of a like 1m- 
prudent Senſe of Honour are willing 'to conti- 
nue Poor. But 1:«/y in this affords a better Ex- 
ample 3 where while the Eldeſt are well-provi- 
ded for by Paternal Inheritances, the Younger 
Brothers are ſo wiſe, as by Kearning and Expe- 
rience to ſeek for Dignity and Maintenance from 
,the Church : A thing which ſome of our own 
have tried of hate with good Succeſs, and do 
thereby ſtand upon equal ground with even the 
beſt Heads of their Family : Neither is-it look- 
ed upon as a degrading of their Honour to be 
thus exalted. | | 


- Sometimes, I muſt confeſs, a Plenteous Iſſue 
may with Tnnocence 1n ſuch /ow Circumſtances be 
hve for, that Reputation ſhall be ſma/! ; yer 
0 as to terminate not in Diſcredzt properly, and 
Reproach , but in Quietneſs rather, and Silence. 
But then the man in ſuch a-caſe-may ſeem to' 
have much more caule to rejoice in the content- 
&d and peaceabſe Eftate of his Poſterity, than to 
be troub'ed for his want of a Name in them. It 
is much better ſurely to./ive happily, than to be 
talk*d of highly, and to be »ſeful to a few, than 
to be known to many. If the Numerouſneſs 
of Iflue inſenfibly places them out of the 
Noiſe and Tumult of the world, gives them 
the /meer life of labouring, and being content 
with what they have, makes them to be Decei- 
= hace: | vers * 
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| 2.  vers*only in this, that they in thei 
—— yarn ' lower Fortunes arerxcally the hy 
ati: Eft mo, while ,others in hjghe 
fefellir. Her. » Ones are thou +lo tobe ; it.is [ud 
Epiſt-1. ?. 27. a ſinking of a Name as. is oy 
h _ will'd for. - Nay, I cannot tell bit 
the greateſt Reprration attends ſuch a condition: 
For thoſe who knew how to prai/e beſt; and huf 
kniw alſo how to chuſe their Subjects, have pitcht 
upon and deſcribed this as the Huppieſt. Stare of 
Life. Tnſomuch that tho the-perſons who are 
init, lyehid as it were from the Gzzers of the 
world, and leave great 7zz/cs to others ywhaar 
delighted therein, yet they have a delicate Cha 


radterſpread oyer them, which they all ſhare i 


and which Thoſe in h:gheft Places will with Phe 


Jare read, while Theſe do inwardly perceive, and 


in Privacy enjoy It. = 

. Ir is not otherwiſe, Sir, with Pamilies, thay 
it is even with K7zz2doths ; which indeed are on- 
ly greater Familics. Theſe are not always the 
moſt. happy when they have wide Bounds, ſs 


perfluitics of Wealth , and great Fame : For 


*tis poſſible they may have more to do to maig- | 


tain the largeneſs-of all theſe, than the Bene 


fits ariſing trom them all come to.. But they 


are then more rightly termed happy, when a 


Spirit of Induſtry runs chrough them ; and 


Righteouſneſs ang other Virtues proper to So- 
ciety, ſhall nouriſh Peace and Concord within, 
and give no occaſions for Diſguſts and Wars 


without. Thus thoſe Families likewiſe are-adt 
un 
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Haying Many Childrens = 29 
anhappily provided:for , - nor will the Fathers 
nabapes be. aumbey'd. with : the, uncreditable, 
when thoſe that are ſprung ſgom them are inured 
ta. ſcduloys and . provident caze,, for the pre- 
ſerving, increaſigg, and enjoying the Corhpe- 
gency. they have 5,, when they. are taught to help 
each other, and to, injure none of their Fellows : 
and from their being every way well managed in 


their narrowes; Circumſtances, {ſhall draw an 


agreeable Pattern of managing heir owz , and 
thereby. of cogtinuing happy when they ſhafl 
themſelves. be Fathers. _ The Mediocrity of 
theſe gives them that Quiet and Content which 
the' Abundance that others have, is a ſtranger 
to ; and they have Health\and Eaſe. ata light 
Expence,, *-which great Eſtates are often nat. 
great.enough to procure.  *Tis true, they bave 
not that mighty piece of Happineſs, the being 
amd far ind wide: But then, tho they be not 
like great Rivers, thatmere allow'd a Place ih 
Maps,. yet as lefler Brooks, they have -a Name 
in the Neighbourhood, and render themſelves 
bſeful and beneficial in the Places where they 
are. 24 | % ; 
But it is indeed ſometimes fo, that a Nume- 
rous Offfpring is left altogether unprovided for, 
and. expoſed as it were to the widg+world,, 
where yet there is nothing to be faulted either in 
Parents or in Children. But then God's Pro 
vidence, which c/oatherh the flowers, 
and feedeth the fonls , very often 


provideth ſignally- for hem who are much _ 
, than 


Mar.'6. 26,28. 
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= than thoſe, He who hath the hearts 
Erov2t-le | of kings in his hand, haththe hears 
of all other men no lefs, and can ſecretly, ye 
ſurely incline ſome Great Perſon, or ſome Relg: 


tion, or ſome Friend, or it may be ſome Stran: | . 


ger, to give them Favour and ProteQion ; or 
in ways that we cannot think of, 'can provide 

| for them. Tr is his Propetey/ when 
PEI. 27.10. Father and Mother forſake their Chil. 


aren, (7. e. either through wane of AﬀeQion 


will zot, or through want of Power cannot ſtand 
them in any ſtead ) then 70 take them up himſelf, 
and make them his Care. And thee Inſtances 
are not few, how he hath exalted the Children 
of Poor Parents for their great Diligence and 
Attainments in Divinity, Law, Maritime Arts, 
Military ConduQ,, and ſuch like, co very conſi- 
derable Stations both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, 
Surely he who thus mercifully protects them, 
and orders things ſo remarkably for their good, 
doth thereby affix a better Name upon them 
( and upon their Parentst00) than large layings 
up for, them otherwiſe would have done. And 
. theſinking of a Name into Meanneſs by reaſon 
of a Numerous Ifſue ſometimes left in low Cir- 
cumſtances, is very ill urged, when the Al- 
mighty fo far favours ſuch, as to ſtile himſelf 

the Helper, yea, Father of the Fe 


Pſal. 10. 14. therleſs; that 1s, of thoſe who are. 


& 68. 5. : s 
unprovided for, and have none to 


take care of them. 


I might 


. Haymg Many Children. Sr 
+zÞþ might bere take notice how Providence 
bath. /rangely aſſerted the Credit of unuſual and 
exceſſive Fruitfulneſs, againſt the Cenfures and 
Reproaches tþat. have been caſt upon it.; and 
hath. alio,| remarkably preſerved the Numbers 


which ſome Parents either from Diſtruſt or 


Shame have endeayour'd ſecretly to make away. 
One Story .( in{tedd of many ) ſhall ſerve for 
bath. And becauſe it ſhall not loſe any thing of 
ics; Credibjlicy,,for want .of a good Voucher, 


' you ſhall havggt as T find it related þ Herts Ou 


in a very + good Aurhor, * 1. 1227s 
:berdus Earl of Altorffe in Schwaben, | 
{had to Wie one Jermintrudes, who accuſed 
fone. of her, Neighbour-womep of. 'Adultery, 
'2nd, had her grievoully puniſfed, becauſe ſhe 
* had-not loag before been deliver'd of Twelve 
(Children at a Birth. It fortun'd afterward 
'that ſhe her ſelf, the Earl Hef Husband being 
* abroad in the fields, was deliver'd likewiſe af 
{00e Birth of Twelve .Children , all Males. 
(She fearing the like Infamous Puniſhment 
© which by her.iaſtigation had been inflited on 
'the former Woman, commanded the Nurſe 


L to kill Eleven of them. . The Nurſe g oing _ 
' execlte the Will of her Miſtreſs, was mer by 


* her Lord then returning homeward 7 He-de- 
* manded what ſhe carried in-her lap: She'an- 
*{wered, Whelps : He delired to ſee them ; She 
«denied him : The Earl on this growing angry, 
* opened her Apron, and there found Eleven of 


© his own Sons, pretty ſweer Babes, and of moſt 
| F * pros 
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© promiſing Countenances : Examining the mat. 
'* ©rer,. he Fund out the truth, enjoined the 61d 
© Trot to be ſetret, and put the Children co a 
© Miller to be nurs'd.* ' Six years being paſs 
* over in{ilence, the Earl making a ſolemn Feaſt, 
*invited moſt of his Wife's and his own Kin» 
*dred. Acttiring the young Boys all alike, the 
© preſented them to their Mother, who ſuſpeR- 
*1ng by the Number of them what the materer 
*was, confels'd her Offence, is pardon'd by the 
© good Earl, and carefully educazerh her Chil. 
*dren; whom the Father commanded to be 
* called by the hame of G«elps, alluding to the 
* Whelps, or Puppies, which the Nurſe told him 
* lhe hag in br Apron. From: the Eldeſt of 
*theſe Guzlphs or Guelps (that you-may ſee in 
© their Preſervation they were zo il provided 
*for ) deſcended Henry Son and Heir to Luit- 
* gardis Queen of the Franks and Brvarians ; 
* whole Poſterity, after they had held Bawari 
* morethan an hundred years, became Dukes of 
© Saxony, &Cc. 

One thing more I cannot here' but obſerve; 
viz. That a Numerous Offipring, notwithſtand- 
ing thoſe Cares and Troubles that attend it,” and 
thoſe Farlrs too that are found with it, will-yet, 
in that it is ſuch, give a Reputation to thoſe 
whoſe it is : Infomuch that on the —_ 
Monuments of ſome, who in other reſpeCts were 
very Creditable, it hath been thought worthy to 
be made a Laſting Memorial of them to future 


Ages. Let itnot be thought ſuperfluous toin- 
oY | ſtance 
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ſtance in what the Graveſtone of Nicholas Hooks 
of Conway 10 Caernerven(hire, Gentleman, bears3 
wiz, That he was the. One aud Fortierh Child of 
his Father W:4ian Hooks, Eſquire, by Alice. his 
Wife ; and the Father of Twenty ſeven Children 
himſelf. And likewife in the Monumental Tn- 
Eription which is ig the Church of M-:{perſban 

TTnive, thus ; 


In Memoriam Iaaci Self & Margaretz, Pe 
rentur; Jacobus Self Filins hoc poſait. 


Qs poflquam Nonageſimum s fecundo LEtatis ans 
nun m— Numeross Sobole falix ; viz. 

.. (Ruatuor Filis & Tredicim Fifjabus y una cum 
Nepotibus Nepotumque Prole, ad Numerum 83, 

 mandati Creators Anima, lubens de Vita migrt- 
vit, Feb. x. An. Dom. 1656. 


To the Memory of Iſaac Self and Margaith, 
his Parents, Jacob their Son ereCted this. 


Who when he had lived to the Age of Ninety 
two years, being happy In a Numerous Off- 

- ſpring, viz. Four Sons and Thirteen Davghters, 
with Grandchildren and their Ifſue,.to' the 
Number of 83, williagly yielding 5p. bi his 
Soulto his Creator, departed this Like, Fes. x 
1656. | 
More yet capa is that extraqrdioary In- 

creaſe of Rober; Honywgod, of Charing in the 

F 2 County 
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County of Kezt, Eſquire, and Mary his Wife, 
(her who was famous for being cured of De- 
{pair as to her Salvation by the not breaking of 
a Venice Glals) there having been Three hundred 
ſixty ſeven Perſons which lawfully ſprung from 


them within leſs than the ſpace of Fourſcore. 


Years. The Remerabrance gf which the Tomb 
of one or more of that Fam \f is honoured with. 
And though it be not on a Marble Monument 
( which yet it'deferves) yet in the beſt Records 
the Pariſh hath, is the Memory preſerved of the 
Numerous Family ef Mr. Richard Fairfax of 


Barford in the County of Warwick. Not that ' 


his immediate Children were ſo many ; but 
with Hi{c/f hg could number in the ſame Houſe 
Four Deſcents, all at oncealive. Sothat where- 


as others do uſually count their ſole Children in | 


order as they were born, This is nty Eldeſt Son, 
and ſo onwards; he might reckon thus, This is 
my Eldeſt Generation; my Second This; That my 
Third; and all theſe in ſo perfe# a manner, that 
the Father, Grandfather , and Great-Grandfa- 
ther, were all conjugaly pair'd , and not one of 
them twice married ; all living moſt lovingly 
together, in very good Credit and Plenty. The 
thing being in all its Circumſtances perhaps not 
any Where to be match'd, the late Reverend 
ReCftor of the Place, Mr. Thomas Dugard, was 
ſo affeted with ir, as to put ir into this Epi 

ram; which you, I dare ſay, wilbnot blame, 
if it be ſubjoin'd here. | 


þ 
Quartus 


. _— F | ET ; d.. 
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Quartus in Mtheriam Fairfaxius editur auram, 
Patris, Avi, Proavi, gaudia Mazna ſui. 
Hos tegit, Una Domus, cumternes Uxore Maritos 
* Unaque ali# /autis Menſa benigna cibis. 


|} Noz magis unanimes norunt hec Secula Mentes ;, 


. Eft bis corporibus M-ns velut una tribus, 
Totque ex Conjugibi# bis Wind la jugalia nem 
Nexuit ; & nemo nexa ſoluta cupit. 
' More Columbarum letatur conjuge conjux;  / 
 Deſeruit rugas nec juvenilis amor. 
Hiſce tribus Paribas Bartordia jure ſuperbit ; 
Nam par his Paribus quis locus alter habct ? 


Engliſhed by the Reverend Dr. Fora, thus : 


| Fourth Fairfax, who on Earth's Stage now ap» - 


| pears, 
. Sire, Grandlire, and Great Grandlire jointly 
cheers. | 
fag one Houſe doth lodge, one Table 
ed; - : 
And each his Partner hath at Board and Bed. 
So cloſely all in mutual Love conjoin'd, 
Th' wliole Six ſeem aRed by one fingle Mind, 
And none e'er had or wiſh'd, on either Side, 
A Second Husband, or a Second Bride. 
But Turtle-like, preſerv'd their Loves Chaſte 
Flame, | 
From {mooth-fac*'d Youth to wrinkled Age the 
ſame. : | ; 
In Three ſuch Pairs boaſt, Barford, till there be 
A Place for Three like Pairs found like to Thee. 
F 3 - _T doubt 
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Idoubt I have heap'd up too many Inſtances 
already ; and yet there is onemore that claims a 
lace almoſt wherher I will or no, as exceeding 
1n Number all hitherto taken notice of; and up- 
on that account obtaining an eminent place 
among Mr. Fuller's Worthies in Buckinghamſhire, 
I give it you as it js there : Dame: Heſter Temple, 
Daughter to Miles Sandys, Eſquire, was born 
at Latmos inthis County, Married to Sir Thomas | 
Temple of Stow, Baronet : He had Four. Sons and 
Five Daughters, which lived to be married 3 and 
ſo exceedingly multiplied, that this Lady ſaw | 
Seven huxdred extracted from her Body. Rea- 
der, I ſpeak within compais, and have left my 
{elf a Reſerve 3 having bought the Truth here- 
of by a Wager I loſt;y Beſides, there was 1 
New Generation of Marriageable Females juſt at 
her Death : So that this Aged Y:zc may be ſaid 
to wither ev.a when it had many Young Boughs 

ready to knit. She died 4nno 1656. | 
Thele things are taken notice of not merely as 
they are rare and URCOIRBOD, but as they are af 
expreſſion of God's more than ordinary Bleſſing. 
And it a Jong D-ſcent be eſteemed fo (great an 
Hoqour, as we every where ſee it is, why ſhould 
not a broad oge be eſteemed the like ? eſpecially 
fince This ſeems a fair Foundation of the other, 
Tt is not thus in ſuch Offfpring as 1s Spurious, 
| and arifeth the wrozg way ; for who eyer deſired 
This tobe Tegiſtred as his Preiſe ? Should ſuch 
continue 'in an unbroken LacceBow, it yet 
wou'd carry ah qaſeparable Stain along with it } 

| an 
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and ſhew. that of So/omon.to.be eminently true, 
A mound and diſhonour ſhall he get ; and 
bis reproach ſhall 'not be wiped away, 
But ;b4i# Multiplication of a man often falls to the 

round, : and 1s ſeen bura while ; as it is obſep- 
ved by Mr. Cambaden, in Dorſetſbire, of Sir Tho- 
mas Poiner , Othegwiſe a Martial man, but a 
fruitful, Father of »2uch baſe Brood ; which, ſaich 


Prov. 6. 33. 


he, with him ſoon, vaniſh'd away, as baſtardly 


[lips ſeldom rake deep root. 


; And now, if from what hath been ſaid in re- 


| lation to the irling of 4 Name, we ſhall conſi- 


der either Hi-zz who from a 

+ Barren Wife enjoys the * tJucundum & charnm 
Careſſes and Preſents of his FIERO, 
expecting Friends ; or Him '" " Iau. Sat's. 


' +-Who according to his own 


deſire, hath no more it may be than one young 
* Eneas,. and one. fair little Daugh- , 

ter playing in his Hall, in whom he Lark 
wiſhes to live in the next Age ; He who 1s the 


| Father of a Pleateous Iſſue, will be: found to 


have the Preference of them both. For the one 
when he ſeriouſly weighs things, is dejeded in 
that he hath none to continue his Name when he 
is dead : The other, ſo oft as any Diſterper ſei- 
zeth his Dearlings, is in great fears he may have 
none to continue h# , there not being any to 
ſucceed them , in caſe they fail; Whilſt the 
Name of the Fruitfu! Perſon is ſeveral ways 


; tecured 3. his Store of Children ill ſupply- 


F 4 ing 
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| ing * the DefeR, if any drop of; 
*Uno a- and Providencein a {pecial manner 
vey Ln engaging it ſelf for them. And 


Fit alter. = b 
Zig. ſhould it ſo fall out, that notwith- 


ſtanding all, his Name ſhould ſink, 


( as ſometimes *ris confeſs'd it may Y it muſt not 
be imputed to the Number of his Children, but 
to thoſe Faults which 'tis probable he hath been 


ovilty of 3 theill effets of which he muſt thank 


himſelt for. 

And ſince I have hitherto cloſed my. Argu- 
ment with ſotne particular Expreſſions ro the 
Number I am pleading for, they might take it 
11] ſhould I forget them here. Let'this then be 
my Precept to them ; That they would nor by 


Sloth or Negligence, or any other evil way, con-: 


tribute to the ſinking of their Fathers Name, or 
their own. The world allows Means enoyzh of 
living, it not ſplendidly, yet honeſtly, and there- 
fore not arſcreaztably. It they have had Religi- 
ous Parents, who have taken gare to educate 
them in-an honeſt Calling ; and if they enjoy 
the H:ritage of their Vir:nes and their Prayers, 
they are well provided for, and need not be 
troubled that they are not all E/der Brothers, or 
Only Song, What is ſhared among many may 
have this Miracle wrought, That by their In- 
duſtry and God's Bleſſing ic ſhall not become 
Jeſs by being divided, but be as much after ſome 
time to every Particular, as it would have been 
to Oe alone. Yea, tho:they ſhould be left poor 
and a*/t:txte, and not know which way to turn 
o , them- 
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| Having Many Children. 89 
themſelves, yet let them not deſpond. Low as 
they be, they are not below the good Providence of 
God; who unleſs it te their own faulr, will give 
them Food and Raiment, perhaps wore; anda . 
good Report, if not a greatexs Name; and it may 
be That too : So plentiful is he 1n his Goodneſs ; 
for he raiſeth the poor wut of the duſt, 
and lifteth up the Brggar from the 


1 Sam. 2. 8. - 


| drnghill, to ſet themwith Princes. 


And thus, Sir, T have anſwered what is com- 
monly objeted againſt a-Many Children: And 
perhaps I have ſaid more than enough upon the 
Subje&A': But there are two things ( I mention- 
ed) not 10 commonly ſpoken of ; which after the 
other, may ask a few words to them. 


The former is, That where there is a Plente- 
ous I{Tue, there are the wore brought into 4 miſe- 
rable world, and larger food # thereby afforded unto 
Death, | Which things were look'd upon to be 
| either ſo 711 in their Nature, or 10. deplorable in 
their proſpect, that they were thought a Plea 
ſtrong enough for an Abſtinence even from Mar- 
riage and: Procyeation of Children. However, 
tho Miſery and Death were extravagantly made 
uſe of for ſuch Abſtinence, yet perchance' they 
may be enough to cauſe a man in pity to wiſh that 
his Number may not be great. = 

And yet ſurely, if theſe things, as being the 
common condition of Mankind , may juſtly cauſe 
any to wiſh their Children may not be mary, they 

may 


——_—w_—— 


90 A Diſeourſe concerning the 

may as juſtly cauſe chem to wiſh they may ;be 
one ; For why ſhould Pity be ſo partial as40 al. 
lows any oze*s:to be'$orm, which' will not allow 


more ? Eſpecially ſince in a ſmaller Number the | 
Condition will not be* the better : The Natur | 


fate of men being the ſame in Few as in May, 
Bur. let us.a little conſider the ObjeQtion. 


I eaſily grant it to be a miſerable world we live 
in. The Heathen ſpake very acutely, who 
faid it was in the firſt place beſt for aman not to 
be born ; inthe next, beſt to dye quickly. - And 


Job's. 2. Eliphaz of old faid very truly, Tha | 
EY, mas is born to tronble [as naturally] | 


as the ſparks fly upwards. And we know. whoſe 
. uſe it was to'weep at #he Births, and rejoice at 
the Deaths of any amongſt them: Yet for all 
this there may be a not undeſirable Entertaig- 
ment in the world for a Numerous Iſſue ;-for 


men are generally well enough pleas'd with | 


their being here. Even good men are apt to be 
too muchtak:n with the world ; and thoſe of the 
worſe ſort could wiſh their lot might be for eve 
init. Such Proviſion God hath made not only 
for our Neceſſities, but Pleaſures alſo and De- 
lights, that the Stoick in C:cero de Nat.»Deor, 
from the Conſideration thereof could fay, Pro 


news noſtra interdum Epicurea. fuiſſe videatur: | 
Providence ſometimes*feems to favour the Epi-| - 


cureans This I am ſure of, that Meny, per- 
haps the greater number of the troubles of the 


world have their ri/e from an immoderate uſe > 
tne 


| For (as the * Moralif faith) *What 
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the Pleafares/in it; and a man's prudent and 
temperate Converſe may preverit many of thoſe 
Miſeries which are ſo much complained of. 


| So that if the World be no worſe to a larger ' 
| Flock of Children, than it is to others; and 


their Prudence and Temperance ſhall ( as it is 
not impoſſible it may) be noleſs.chan theirs is, 
who know how to manage thoſe things to their 
Welfare, which f@ many by their own fault 
convert to their own trouble,.;there will be no 
great reaſon to wiſh before hand that our Num- 
ber may aot beJarge; or if it be already ſo, to 
be troubled that fo it 1s. > 

If the Almighty hath fo order'd it, that Af- 
fliftions ſhall ſome way or other 4ttend our 
mortal Condition ; and {ball commiſſion alſo 
ſome beyond the common ſize, to fall upen here 
and there a particular perſon, it is, we may be 


 {ure, for _ good: ends: For ſome may need 


this as Diſcipline ; and the Courage and Con- 
ſancy of ſome-others may be ſignalized there- 
by, which otherwiſe would not be remarkable, 


$ would Hercnles have been more Arian. Epilt. 


* than another man, if there had not been a 
Lyon, an Hydra, a Wild Boar, and other 
* Troubles to: confli& with ? And ſurely Af- 
fliftions improved | iato ſuch Exerciſe and 
ſuch Honour, may notTeem ſuch hard Conditi- 
__ to Parents , in relation to a Numerous 
Ulye. | 


Yet 
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Yet ſometimes ſuch may be the Diſcompo. 
ſures of the World, as to ſome 'particular 
Countries or Places, that a man may not un. | 
reaſonably wiſh (if God ſees it good ), That 
his Family may not” further increaſe. There 
was @ preſent Diſtreſs, when the 
1 Cor. 7.26 Apoſtle thought it ſeaſonable Ad. 
vice to his Corinthians not to marry, And our 
Bleſſed Lord ſpeaking of the. ſad Times that 
| ſhould come, ſays, Wo be to them 
Mat. 24-19 hat are with.child, and give ſuck in 
thoſe days, The liks may be ſaid as to the pre- 
ſent Caſe: The Pleaſure in a Numerous Off 
ſpring would be ſmall, where at che Will of | 
a Tyrant they muſt of a ſudden be thruſt from 
their Native Soil ,- and} expoſed to: weariſome 
and hopeleſs Travels, not knowing where to 
find Reſt and Relief: Or where the Fury of 
War abounds, turning: Cities into deſolate heaps; 
and ſpreading. Deſtruction over whole Coun- 
tries. Though Children are as Olive-branches 
round about the table, yet where there Is »o T able 


for them to be roymd about ; and where with | 


| Hazar the miſerable Parents, as 
Gen. 21.16-, having their Suſtenance gone , ſit 
over-againſt the little ones afar off, that they*may 
not ſee them dye, there is large matter for Tears, 
but very ſmall for Joy or Comfort. But, God 
be prais'd, though we know where it has been 
fo with others, we our ſelves are yet free from 
theſe Evils; and, I truſt, from our Providens 


tial Situation, we (till ſhall be, unleſs by our 
own 


| 
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own Diſcontents and Diviſions, and other Sins, 
we force thoſe Miſeries upon our ſelves, which 


otherwiſe would not come, Bur ſuppoſe the con- 


trary; we yet may ſay thus much as to theſe 
Miſeries, with many Children in the midft of 
them; viz. That where they are chiefly occa- 
fioned upon the account of our holy Religion, 


God doth either in his good Proyidence remark- 


ably take care of ſuch Children, giving them a 
Charitable Reception whereever they go ; and 
therein making good the Promiſe of 

an Þundred-fold of houſes and bre- ae wont in 
thren, with Perſecution, for thoſe Single Houſes 


and Brethren loſt for his ſake ; orel/e*he fo or- 


ders it, that their Sufferings ſhall much tura to 
their' Honour and. Crown. Might | 
not the * Maccabean ' Mother, and * 2 Maccab. c. 
her Seven Sons, be eſteemed hap- 7. Loves 
py even amid{t their Tortures? Maccab. 
How - much greater were their 


Spirits, than all the Cruelties they underwent ? 


Who is ir would deſire that ſh: had had One 


Son fewer for the Rage of the Tyrant ? Nay, I 


| had almoſt ſaid, -Who is it can be ſo injurious to 


their Honour, as.to wiſh that the Pains they 


ſuffered ſhould have been one jot leſs than they 


were? Such Wiſhes would be kindneſſes to 
Meaner Souls, but Theirs were above them. 

Thus may it be in the ex/raordinary Calamities 
of the world : But or4inarily, and in the common 
Troubles of Life, it is far otherwiſe. If theſe 


Maladies relate to the Body, there are yon 
=_ | an 


IS 
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and Medicines at hand for the Cure of them. 
If to the Soul, thereare excellent Counlels and 


Conſiderations for the alleviating them. Info. 


muth, that could a man before he is born ſee 
what a. World he isto.come into, and had a 
power to chuſe whether he would make one in 
1t or:n0z' he- need not be affrighted by the con 
man ſtate. of _—_ in relation to Milſeries, 


| from having a Place among them. 


See we next whether'the being Food for 
Death be ſuch an Evil, as to make us wiſhthe 


——_— 


Number of our Children may not be great. - - 


' Indeed no Earthly Creature befides. Man;, 


ſeems to have any apprehenſions of Death; 


and to Man Death appears fo terrible, that rhe 
Thoughts of- it when dwelt. upon, do much 
abate " {weerneſs of his Enjoyments, and give 
him an wneaſy Check when he goes on uncon- 
troul'd in them. And when we coalider thax 
ſomany who-are dear unto, and it may be, are 
born'of' us, muſt become Meat for Worms, it, 
may fetch a Tear from our Eye, and a Sigh 
from our Breaſt, From the -Inexorableneſs of 


Death , and her ſwallowing up all things, it 


was, that whereas of old the ather gods had 
, every one their Altar, co * Her 
pngey (for amongſt thoſe ſhe was gum- 

| bred) there was none ever erect- 
ed, except one alone ( which no reaſon can be 
given of) in the remoteſt part of the world. 
But yet I ice not why, upon the _—_— of 
| their 
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. | their .chas feeding Death, 'we ſbould wiſh our 
ind. | ifue-the Fewer : For there is ſo much time 
ſo. | uſually becween the Firſt of Life and the End 
ſee | of it, -and ſa many excellent things may bedone 
therein, that-in reſpeQ of Them, -the having a 
Being 4n the world may-be-more deſired, than in 
relpeai of. Death be feared. . We lee all things 
es, | have a,{hare in. Deagh, as well as. Man';-and 

| | yet we account it abundantly Worth while to + 

breed up Beaſts and Birds, plant Trees, and 
even .nurſe up. yeatly. Flowers, for the great Be- 
he | aefig, Ornament , and Pleaſure, which are af- 
+. | forded thereby; and we ſay that Death is.nort 
a, | © injurious, as Life in thera is advamtageous.. 
x; [And why ſhould it not be ſo in our own Perſons 
he Jand Children, when Life is of a much greater 
ch | Excellence in. Men, than in thoſe other Creas«: * 
ve | tures; and if. rightly improved, may give 
n- [{uch a Name, which Death ſhall have no Power 
a4 Jover ? . | 6 
re |: Beſides, however Death be uſually thqught 
ir, Jof with no pleaſure, yet it is no leſs natural to 
''Y Dye-than to be Born, And poſlibly we- may as 
well plead againſt: the firſt ſpringing of Corn, 
it Jthat it will at length grow white for Harveſt; 


d Jor the blooming of + Fruit, 

xr {that when ripe it will fall, _ + Foma exarboribus, 
| oe” * hein ſi matura. & cotta, des 

1- JS agal any man's DEMING cidunt; fic vitam Seni- 


t- {Born , that he will Dye. bus aufert Maruritas. 
Cicer. de SeneF. 


s | We ſce ſome, after a due i 
[Number of Years kindly + Ceder ati conviva 


f | lived, to go * cheerfully off, Satur. Hors, | ys 
"* the 


_ 


D 
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* ra. ponat Nature. Juv. 


+ Dus erenim facile eff. 
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the Scage * Not that' they complain'of Life, 
or are diſcontented at the Miſeries of it, bur 


$2 14h that «they efteea' it. a fic Þ; 

+ Qui farium, vis. thing for them to + yicldwo | 
Mut. Nature. He was:. juſtly | 

Py eo reckon'd among the "Fre. | 
* * , tick, who made it his daily Þ: 
cs 1 Prayer, that he myghtr for 


extremutmm* inter 


Mort, 28 ever bz exempted * from 

Hor. Serm. 3:6b.2. Death. :; And they may ſeem 

| Hor. to/eſerve a better Cen- 

ſure, who! would have none be horn of themy'in- 

ro the World, becauſe thoſe that are bora muſt 
at leſt dife. © 


I muſt confeſs this Argument from” Death 


, Carries then rhe greateſt Sharpnels, when while 
the Parentsare alive, the Chilaren dye, and leave 


thoſe with ſorrow to cloſe their eyes,” who 'on 
the contrary, and in the courſe of Nature ſhould 
have had zheirs cloſetl by Them. Antiquity hath 
recorded Priamss and Hecubs, as great Inſtances 
of Miſery : The former, as beholding che grear: 
er part of Fifty Sons and Twelve Daughters 
dying before him ; the latter as living to ſee 
among them, Seventeen of her own, 'al Dead; 


And Niob:s exceſſive Grief ( which: ended iny: 


Stupidity) for the immature Dearhs of Seve 
Sons and Seven Daughters ( her whole Num» 


ber) is ſufficiently known. _ I might add other” 


Inſtances of ſome, who in a Plenreous-Iflue have 

thought themſelves ſo well ſecured, that Death 

could not fruſtrate their hopes, and yet __ - 
© | a 
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Life, | alt:ſeen theinſelves left gs: muſeh alone, as ever 
bur they bad bega.before they. were Fathers. Such 
L fic Examplesarcfindeed of the rarer ſort; but ordi- 
nerdy, and-in the »/ual couffe of; the world, 
tre almoſt: tha ha ha 


great Evils of + Ol ia 
which. the” Years,that ac- _ 54 | 
en- $compliſh a large = Funers natorum, Ge. 
in fry Man well tofrards ), api _— ; & | 
uſt Jv;z." the ſeeing the Funerals. Se Bs 
of Children, and being in 4" "1 I = ; 
petual mourning for neareſt | Relations. 
#. And yet (in anfwer to tis) hardly any 4 
ther is there who frofn the Deaths of his-Chi 
dren, would be content that thoſe his Childrew* 
ould never h#ve been. Either the Innocence' 
that adorn'd them, or the Yirtzes that Were 77 
es | Bloom, or that 'were, it may be,. at. th 
: JGrowth, leave ſuch a grateful ſenſe pom: 


LE- 

$ Jthar however he zricved attheir Deaths, he yet 
e {is pleaſed that uh gr been born, and liv/d in the 

d, I world. Cornelis, Mother 'of the _Gracchi, ; 
Ny having loſt Fen of. welve'Sons, and being be- 

ft { wail'd by ſome as to;her hard Fate, forbad them to" 
I» [accuſe Fortune on her accopnt, which had honour d her 

e [fo far as togive her ſuch ble Youths ag 
> [to her Sons,,. Others highly efteem- vr 5 roerangg | 
1 ſed their Births, »hut the” Morher 
4 


their Funerals too.” 1And = late Gregs Daw, of 
re 
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ard a. Right Reverend | 
* hoy +. ul as. brou Shs of 


Oravand, ( as I 


Prelate ay) when: 
ly Noble "and Valiant Bur! of of 


an ie they lamented the 1 
great 'Lolbof/bi d to.pity the Aged® 
her, replied with a* 


ergls .Warmt «har 
hie wou WE his Deaa Sox for any*} iving 
dow. $0. 


FR if hat is fo mu 
Ka _ of ) Death 3 and this even. with theſe 
who are the Preate emairom it. 

Nor indeed clinic be fotruly ſaid, that 


| "5 


ath. of He 
"It and Cotte f at we live *, nd if De; 


ty 


_ TG Life. Ts it. not from the © 


d no place it ie things, where would be | 
qpperangk ? Neither may Death, by at 
kngth' taking us off, ſm to deal fo hardly by, | 
365 2 kindly by others, making room for them-to 1 


Heee that one or few Generations alone ſhould 
nprofs it, bution due time give place, that 
_othiers may have the like Honour apd Praj 
after them, which from the, Narfownels of this 
World they cannot have with them. 
Feeding 


* But.Wwhen all is {aid c 
Deathy-it'is but O»e Parr of us, and that the 
worſe part too, that doth it: And this dreadful 
thing Death deals ſo fairly with.us, that it takes 
only what of us is nacurally. .Monal\, and lets 
alone thas which is Dot: our Soul, I we 

, WIC 


h doth che emer. | 
1 com-. 


a5pnat Death feeds Vs, and | rs F 


Fruits, -and Fiſh, wy E 
24 4 


wirtuouſly; which is ſo great a Pri» 


FÞ- 
.: C | 
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Nic indeed is *-chieff#the Manz , 
and which4s: by Death /eedy; as i -. 
© were, otit of Priſor, 2th Ki, ate 7. 
Þ ire ji: the Birthen of: the, Fleſh. *N 


F, 
6t- Repoſt EE 


+ be given up. a $f i 
por Deathffakes th 
1 x Dappkics, or pateh'd by Fevers, 

F 1prions, Of Shera by Old A 

{wi ill reſtore them in perfect | 

| * never more ſubje& ro:Morta 

$ Such a. feeding of Deatiffas- This. | 

Þ may be fo faffrom makinggys wiſh our Numbgg 
EFer, by reaſon of the: common Fate which alf® 
"mult ſhare in, ghat itfmay rather makeusdefire 

| Ac may be 9W4ny, by reaſon of the Equitablenels 

F that Death carries with ic, andthe many. Privi- 
Heges which it gives. And rake the- whillloto- 

-perher, v2. the Miſeries of Life,. and Dearth 'a 

Ztheend of it, and a Numerous Ifſue ay y ſand 

Funtouch'd by, ſuch an Argument as equally - Gi | 

'fAtrikes at al! Mavukivd, and 1 things elſe tos, 2 & || 

Fell as Then, and fo the greater Numigr wilh © 

z Refend them. . | | 
-”  Buthowever thoſe who come into the Protld _—_ 

; muſt dye ; and the more there are born, the ; 

1. »ppad Sway Death may ſcem to. have, yet in | 

begetting of Qhildren there is 4 fins of an 


 atrem pt for Lnaortality ; "which is'To well at- 
G Z. tain'd 
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tain'd by a Succeſſion of Generations, that till 
there come up freſb Numbers for Life ; and'mau- | 
ore thE&#Fatal*Scythe.and Spade, Mankind will ,Þ/ 
grow upon Death, *vll ax Laſt Life {hal ger theber- ] 
ter. Forthe Time will come when 
1 Cor. 15-51. the Inhabitants of the World ſhall Þ' 
be Tg but not aze. © And truly I think there | 
.is hardly one,” but either" m Himſelf, or 1n his } 
# Tfue, would willing'y®be found a part in that 
Number. For Meggare agt- ( as other Crea: | 
-tuxes) prompted merely by Nature's Inftin& } 
to a Continuance of their kind, but have'over | 
andaboye; ſomething w/ch/z that inclines them | 
towards an Eternity in their Name and Memory, } 
There are two: wiys of tranſmiteing a Name | 
.toFuturity ; by Chia: ex, and by Memorable Afi: } 
*ers: And it's then moſt advantageoully done, Þ 
when done by Both : Bait becauſe Brave Deeds. | 
grow not on every Soil, and it is more eaſy to, be 4 
privately honeſt, than publickly renown'd ; 'an } 
Offipring is 20 the moſt the chief means of living F 
after they are dead: And truly however this 
way of Surviving may ſeem to fall much ſhort 
of the other ; infſomuch that ſome Perſons, fa- 
mous in their Name and Attainments, have 
( as 'tis reported of Joſeph Scaliger ) choſen ra» 
ther to be the lait of the Family, than hazard 
their Glory in a Poſterity that {hall fall ſhort of ] 
it ; yet ſuppoſing a man were allow'd to be only 
1n One of «either of theſe ways remembred after 
Death, I cannot tell whether Children may not | 
juſtly be preferr'd before the other. © For he _ 
| ies 


© 


<a 
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11 | dies celebrated for ſome great AQtions 1s at the 
utmoſt, of his Atchievmentsz.. and cannot be 
more than he is: But he who having þeen no. 
'mofe than ordinarily taken notice of, dies en- 
en. paled with a Plenteous Progeny, may. 
all Jtfirough 7:, and Tong Deſcendents,trom it, be 
re { inftrumentcal to a greater numbeFof worthy 
his | Deeds,*than One alone T: capable:of.in his ſin- 
a 


> HT. and 
V'=:S 
' pm $þ 
—— 


at . gc Perſon. And why may. not Honour be re- 
a. {| leted on Anceſtongy thaNobleDeeds of Po- 

& {ſterity,,as well as Polterity be graced by he 

er | Virtues of Anceſtors ? But tho there ſhould'in - 


4$oone of thoſe who ſpring froma,mang b&any 
very eminent Performances, and*only"the Pras 
| tice of ſuch ordinary Virtues as make Society 
Þhappy ; yet a $00d quantity gf ſuch common Vir, 
Þ 7-e5 in Many Generations, may by much qutweigh 
T the common and Brave Aitions of only One Man, 
4 and may alſo kindly preſerve onwards the Name 


in of Progenitors ; while the greater Fame of one 
7 'who long ſince was tite, laſt of his Familygma 
is 4yery. much cool, and be rarely meati . 


'Whence we may ſee that Many Children are ſo 
far from miniſtring unto Death, that*hey are 
an; excellent Remedy againſt it, 'and give ſuch 
[aLifeto a man in more Ages beſides his own, as, [| 
d. | one who prudently affects not to be buffied in KK 
of Earth and. Oblivion too, would deſire to live. lj 
y {tis ſuperfluous, tho not altogether 
r | impertinent, to add here a Þ Cu- i 24 Fr 
t | tom obſerved by ſome of the 7ar- ries, &:. 
t | #ars, of Marrying thoſe their Chil- 

G43 dren 
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dren after Death, who chanc'd to be «nmarried 
while they /zved + W hich though rt ſavours of 
as muchFondneſs in Temporals as the Baptizing 
and Communicating the Dead did in Spiricutls, Þ 
yet it well ſignifies, as/& kind of Wſb:»g that 
'Death. might be fruſtrated by. the Increales of 
{uch their Children in another State, ſo likewiſe 
an efteemib8 of themſelves chicfly ro Live in 
» h vitiplications of their ſurviving Iſſue 
muſt not here neither forget thoſe whoſe {' 
\Part I take® Tt is therefore my Counſcl tothem, Þ 
thatthrqugh 'Careleſneſs or Ingratitude they let } 
not.any of th&Privileges and Bleffings of Hu- | 
m3n Life fall to the gFound not taken notice of, Þ] 
or undervalued: And that they*make not. to | 
*themſclves any Miſeries which may be reckoned F 
' Tather to th-ir owx fault,xthan to the condition of 'Þ 
their Nature ; So will thoſe that they cannot help .Þ 
be. much” fewer, and more eaſily born, And F 
x wp ſe any Afflitions coming towards - 
or falling upon them, let them be received and þ 
undergone with: {uch an excellent Spirit, as ſhall} F 
ſhew their Virtues to be far taller than their ] 
Miſcries. Let them; yield themſelves a Sight - 
worthy to have God and th&Holy Angels Spe- 
ators: For fuch is a Brave Man combating ] 
with Trovbles, and conquering by - bearing 
them. So will they alfo give a juſt Cauſe to- 
men to fay, That the preſent Generation had 
fallen ſhort of an Honour, if' fuch Iſſne had not |} 


been, or had been /eFthanit is,'** ' 
; 7 115) 


—_— = ——_ 
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ved And as for Death , ſet, "them manifeſt thar 
of _ they can bear it without grudging, as.it is the 
ng #/common Lot of af men-: That they*acknow- 
bs, " ledge it not mofe terrible thag uſeful in the 
ar | world: That they fear it not in a good Cauſe ; 
oe and that they*can-even deſire it.glſo as ſuch, 

le f which by killng t hep puts AN el to  Miſe- 
1 | ries of Life, and after. while makes” em. in 
we | Body as well as'Soul live more ; never before# 
co | they did. Yet whhile they are Niere, and cheir 
"© | Father is yet alive, let"them give him the Fe 
M, | fation of ſeein that He ſhall? not po wg | 
© | /:ve, but ſhall have in Them a + Trav | 
f + which ſhall zz e/f remember him i Gravel. 
"2 | neſs,and cauſghis Has hy others ſtill to floa- 


1 7/5. And let them perſuadethemſelves (for they, 
Q + have onePrivilege witch even the Bleſſed inHea- | 


F their Love and Obedience even to Di [MCu 


4 vice which more Perfe& Bangs can 


'{ thoſe that are otherwile ; 


truly may ) that by Miſery and Mortality the 
ven have not; v/z.The teſtifying the Sincerity of 


| and Pains, and Dearth it ſelf. © And this, gh 
'_ It proceed from an Imperfe&ion of State, is yet; 


' as zcceptaBle to God as thoſe ks of Ser- 
on 


-The Others Thing (I fbake of) is This; 
Wit ; 

That fince there are ſo many Sook; and 7emp- 
zations 1n the world, and the Number of thoſe 
that are 200d men is very ſmall in compariſon of 
ay not the Fears and 


Probabilities of ſo many being miſerable in another 
.G 4, | wor lay 


& 
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world , be a ſad ArpMtment againſt a Numerons 
Iſſue to ReligiousParents? who afe in doubt whe- |. 
ther it-would not be berzer that ſuch Iſſue ſhould þ 
never be ## all; or ſhould dye when as yet ſecurein Þ 
Infancy, than be in 700 ſure. Hanger of miſcarrying, 
as to a Figure State, ® * *+ 4. E Figs 
. This: OljeQtion is mot thought of every ] 
.where3 and*where it is,*is lefs uſed to be urg'd | 
« openly, than commonly to givea ſecr:t uneaſineſs Þ 
to thoſe whoſe Piety,engageth their Thoughts - 
often towards another world. But it doth not 
therefore theleſs deſerve to be ſpoken to. - ©: 
- - "Phe Snareggindeed and Temptations of the 
world, and'the large Numbers of thoſe, who. 
_ ſhall not be happy i#the next Life, are matter - 
*.,;of ſad and melancholy Conſideration : Yet the -. 
_-Number of the Good is, wetruſt, not ſo ſmall, F. 
as ſome in their Severity have thought it. It} 
hath given me an inward Cheering, when I” þ 
haye read Apor. 7.9. of a great multitude which | 
210 map.could number, of all Nations, and Kinareds, © 
* and" Peoffte, and Tongnes, ſtanding before the Throne 
"and the Lamb, cloathed with white Robes, and Palms 
i their Mnds, And there being Twelve Gates 
, into the, New Jern/alem (-owhichgt } 
Rev.21. 12 it be not Heaven? muſt yet be grant-" | 
ed in all reſpeQts a Type of it ) is, we hope, a '| 
good Argument againſt thoſe who would make 
2-5 even Oxe tobe zoo much for Thim who are to en- 
 % ger therein, . 1 
'* But what is of moment in the'preſent Caſe, 
- js this; viz, That as to the ſtate of a more of 
| | - cs £19 
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Fic. We are-endued wir I 
'Þ eafily ſtirred up ; and when they arefo, are%oft.- 


$1 am ſure the knowledg of their being certa? 
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Jeſs Numerous Offpring inthe other world, it 
will be-Viſd», and perhaps*Dary too, not to 


&be further ſolicitous about it, than ſoasto en-, 
"Pgage our ſelves to the greateſt Careand Dili- 


gence in the educatingthem religiouſly. This 


| indecd the thoughtsof another Lite, may well 


- 


"may make us diſcard all agyloulney concerning. 
| AﬀeCtions that. are 


beyond our power either to govern or. wellibear - 


{I them ; inſomuch that I cannot tefEwhether even-” 


'the certain knowledge offiour Relations» being 
+ Happy wouldbe ſo agreeable to us in this worldzy, 


F 


o 


” Fdured ; and ſuchas would call for more lament- 
7 ing expreſſions than O Ab/alom, my ſon , my ſon. 

| Belides, it would poſſibly aftix Diſcreditp q 
exCapital - : * 

FPuniſhments which throw a Scandal. on*the 


us abroad, as being worſe than thoſe; 


whole Families of thoſe -that undergo them.” 
God therefore in Mercy towards us doth ſo order 


it, that we ſhall have no a4/o/ure .Aſſuranceiof” * 


thoſe whom we' moſt reſt in; and ſomeg Hope for - 
' thoſe whom yet we have fears of, reſerving.the® 
full manifeſtation” of theſe things till we come 
-to 7hat State where our Knowledge ſhall not be 
diſturbed by-4rregularities of Paſſion. In the 
mean time we are diredted the more pleaſant. 

s way, 


} 
, 


; prompt us t6.» But God's hiding th&knawledge. 
þ of mens partiCylar State fromius,,,Fgut okcomp.. - 
Þ paſſion, - no doubt, to our frail condgion hereY® # 


| 1» miſerable, would bea grief not eaſy to be eſs*, . 
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mnfeſs that our Infang-Children (1 
em asChriſtian ) dyang while ſuch, | 


- *Riper Y&rs, 'or Old Age : Innocence, as yet Þ 
accompanied with n& AttuatSin, giving us few-* 
erfears than even Virtues do, with which there Þ 
£15 a Mixture of Many Failures. But yet we are F 

not allow'd & wiſh that they may upon this'F 
ſcore, dye while they are Infants. Forherein 
we are to follow the Ends of Ggd and Nature, 

__ ®dy whom Infants are deſign'd for the growing 'F 

. =, "Unto Men, and the being uſeful in their Gene- F 

ration; which they no way are inatheir None 

age; and the Event of things we muſt truſt to 

*,. the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God. 

£2 But tho Infants, when they dye ſuch, are to. 

Gur. apprehenſion +in a ſafe ſtate, yet the Privi- F 

.* leges off: thoſe who are grown up are much 
greater, whether 6 to 7h1;s, or the other world. 

4% FThey can here aQtually,-and in their own Per-. 

 _ *fons, be obedient to the moſt excellent Laws and 

#*Govgrniment of our Lord, can exerciſe many 

+ Virtues and Graces, and therein be exemplary 

unto others. They have the adyantage of know- 

ing and being aſſured, That Heaven 1s promis'd, 

and will be giveri'as 2 reward to them that live” P 

- Holy Lives : All which, Infants, as ſuch, are | 

TN”  un- 


FP. 


'F* - Should it,be faid, That all theſe. Pri 
| are? exceeded by the Sureneſs, of BRI, that the 
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uncapable of. And however Snares there be, 


and Temptations in the world, yet they will be 


hurt by none of them, unleſs themſelves be in 


"I'the fault, and do careleſly or wilfully run into 


ghem. 


;Death of Infants placerh them in*-Thar its: 


+ much better to be exerting pure atls of Praiſe - 
'and Love in Heaven (forchis we doubt not but 
4 Infants there do ; Heaven being ſuch,only rgen- 

F larged Underftandings, and- rais'd and tefin'd.. 
4 Aﬀ/eCtions ) - than' be ſerving Gad imperfeQly.. 
on earth; and more defirable to be i Happr: 
[neſs without knowing a 
hand, than to live here below till we know its - 

4 indeed in fome meaſure , but yet in the mean. _ 


. a 1 f "Mn 
7 thing of- it before- _. 


while afe beſet with.ſo many dangers, that if 


bo 


| may hs much be fear'd we ſhall loſe it: T would 
4 reply, g 


© : == * 3 
That to the Privileges which are to:menin; +. 


Þ this World, above thole of Infants while here, . 
Þ there is zh:s allo in Heaven ; wiz. Thes tho In+ 


fants dying ſuch are happy there, yer tholg whos 


4 lige a longer Life here in the exerciſe ofqur- * 
"Holy Religion, ſhall be more happy... There are 


doubtleſs Degrees of Glory 'in Heaven, accord«- . 
ing to the Degrees of being Virtuous on _ "2X 


And he who with Valour and Conftancy hath” ” 
q fovght opgiaf his Spiritual Enemies, ſhall have _ 
Fa much weigh 


| eighrier Crown, than he who as yet 
hath been below 'the making an Aﬀault. Lo & 
v.60 * L & - . EY TR 5 l 8 : ' , ug 


* = 
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though theſe our:Enemies are. many and ftrong, 
and their Stratagems are every where laid for | 
our Overthrow,' yet we may go on with Reſo. 

' lution and Cheertulneſs too, if«we look to the | 
Infinite Rewards that are beld out-unto us, i 
caſe we overcome ; and-overcome, we certainly: | 
may, by Divine Aſſiſtance; which never isde-, }, 

L ©  *miedto faithful endeavours ;" and. | 
2 Kings 6.36.7 ( to uſe the Prophet's words) They 

that be with us are more than they that 
be with them, So that all things being rightly" 

_ conſidered, "it may. very truly be ſaid, that itis {| 

"Not better to dye 1n Infancy, "than «o live in fo } 
many dangers afterwards of miſcarrying. -- 1 

And if it be not”better to dye in Inflncy, 

{where there is good aſſurance of Safety, then, Þ 
certainly it cannot be thought better to be prevent» | 
edby the having no Being af all; that ſo "the dan-. |. 

gers may be avoided as toa: Future State": For Non-" 4 


« 


Being is not capableof any good. | 


+I wilf take leave of thoſe for whom I have : 
" hitherto argued, and whoſe Welfare T heartily 
wiſh, when I have added this one word ; ' 222. 
Whereas their affeQtionate Parents are aboye | 
allthings in the world ſolicitous for their Etrer-* 
nal Welfare, and find their Spirits fink ſo oft as 
they fear leſt any of thoſe whole Being they have 
"been inſtrumental to, whom they haye carefully: 
nurs'd up, and who are extremely dear to them, 
ſhould in another world be miſerable-:” Let theſe /&þ 


by a Carriage full of Innocence, and Virtuous 
| s Sweet= 


0 


S FÞ prevail upon them ſo to be. *And t 
0 {| the more earneſtly urge, as to every one inpar- 
# ticular for himſelf, ſo mutually for each other; 
{ and the whole Flock 3 there being none of them 
1; but what is to be, I ſay not only his Brother's, 
-  þ but his prethrenodyeeeper in this reſpect. Even 
+ [.cbe damn'd: Rich Man was anxi- | | "I 
=" ouſly. defirous:rhat none of his fve 2;.* [5 0 
4} Brethren might come into that place of WW 
Þ Torment. And it would be a very great Re- 
hg , If. there ſhould byprnore .Carefulnels . 
rom a Brother in Hell to his Brotherhood on 
Þ} Earth, for the avoiding Miſery in the next 
|. world, "than from Brothers" here to the reſtof 
> | their Number. * * s T 
But, Sir, .I-imagine you may jocularly ſay, . 
ÞF Thar the things which I have urged may pre- 
F vail poſſibly upon ſox; but to Jouand Tours, to! 
£Þ whom they are written, they are of /ral ac- 
count ; your ſelf, being a C/rgy-man, and the 
+ 1k rags, ; Children 


= 
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Chilaren of ſuch thing generally under the imput ati. 
ON ; not provingiwell, becauſe they are Miniſters 
Chil: rents | ; + 
Should. fich a ching be ſaid, by you, I dare 
fay it would be jocularly faid 7 unleſsas you are 
cancern'd that ſuch an, uncharifgable Ceofure | 
ſhquld be-entertain'd by 'ſo many : For to fa 
truth; it is*fo widely ſpread,” rhat it may x4 
moſt be,,reckoned among thoſe that are vulgar - 
Irors. 2 


If the” Children of others 'do amiſs, ir i 
Jook'd upottt as an,effeft of their Parents Negli- 
gence,” or as their own fault : Bur when Theſe 


—_— 


p0 awry, or are otherwiſe unfortunate, there is -} 


_ ——— p 
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omewhat elſe underſtood to be in it ; as'if God 
_did not ſo much favour Them, as be uſyally doth": 
*the Iſſue of other men. It 1s, ga unhappineſs that 
mens eyesare fix'd upon the with an expedtatin 
on of thetr miſcarrying ; and when any thing” | 


falls out the worſeway, with an interpreting it 'Þ 


to their being borz of /uch Parexts, Andif thoſe 
of the Clergy were as apt to admitof ſuch an 
© opinion concerning their Children", as ſorne 
others are, their Care in educating them would 
be much dampt ; it being a vain'thing to hgpe 
for good ſucceſs there; where Heaven is deemm'd 
averſe. But thanks be to God the Cenſure falls 
upon'thoſe who have eyeſight ſufficient to ſee 


through and deſpiſe it, and whoſe Piety will de- | 
ſerve better things. However, were it ſo as 5 
ſome men think, yet the Quantity or Number #f 


of their Children is got to be reptehended fo 
| . b, muc 
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| much as the. Quality, or their being the Off 


17 ſpring of Clergy-men. X b . bs 


” { But to ſhew that thoſe. of the Clergy mays 
abs | have as good hopes of” their cos Rach? 

' I and conſequently as-much reaſon for encourage- 
Te {ment from a great number as any others may, T 
' will briefly enquire into the Ground.of the Cen- , 

* {ſure concerning ſuch Children; and, manifeſt 
A Jhow vain itsis. 4 will likewiſe, ſhew,, how 
Za{fly their proving worle than others is laid to 


:; {their Charge ; and alſo what reafon there isthat 
FA they ſhould rather prove berter than others. - 

OE ;F to the Ground of this Cenfure, Excannot 
4 perceive that it is any thing elſe than. rhe Cler- 
N FO ys marrying. We know that Celibacy is efteem- 
"Fed abſolutely neceſſary to Priefts in the Romifſh® 
Church, as beinfz«(.for ſo they give out ). 
# more PareyStarte :* And this our Nation being. 
> # once; under that Commuaion,, all the Clergy © 


& {were bound to the ſame thing* But in the Re- 

= formation it being allowed to Miniſters:tq "mar- 

ry, as not being any where forbidden in Sacred + 

14 [Scripture, thoſe of the Church of Rome. object | 
1t as an. Impurity in our Clergy ; and fo the 


g [ob drenbegotten injſuch, Marriage muſt, for., 
iz | ooth, have a mark of God's Diſpleaſure upon 
« them on that account: And the common. Peo- 

- 1 ple, who, to fay ruth, have generally no kind- 

ay nefs-for Romiſh Superſtition, do yet unawares . 
s , Oy. oe 

r cloſe with it, 10 retaining a Ceanlure whuch 

> [owes 65 Buth wholly thereunto, | 
h \ E o 77 But , 


| * 

" In Al Diſcourſe concerning the 
-- 4 Bet: furely under the *Prieſthood of old, 
where. the greateſt ourward: fignifications of 

\ 7Parich\wers enjoin'd , Marriage was never 
- eſteem'd"ſuch* an Impure State. "The High- 
© Prieſt-was indeed limited-.to a Yirgin, as a 
greater expreſſion of Gleatineſs ;'( for a widow, 
or. divorc'd woman, or prophane, or «an harlot, he 
was n0t to take,. Lev. 21. 14. ) but Marriage as 
fuch, was not accounted - a” Condition unbe- 
coming Sacerdotal Purity. - Under the Goſpel, 
Marriage is termed honourable 7 all, and the bed 
undefiled: And why that which is -honourable 
and undefiled in all perſons from God, ſhould 
be eſteemed impure to any, I ſee not : Eſpeci- 
ally by thoſe of the Church of Rowe,. who ex- 
,alr it ſo high as to be a Szcrament in the Laity. 
-:To make it fo eminently holy-.in the People, as to 
be a Sacrament, and ſo very v/le in the Clergy, 

- as to be worſe than Fornication, iS8a+Myſtery 
not eaſy to be underſtood ; or rather an Abſur- 
dity ivery, open to every one's. view. . In the 
pureſt and firſt times it was not thought unwor: 
thy of thoſe on whom the Sacred FunCtion lay; 
St. Paul pleads it as his Privilege, to lead about a 
iſer , a wife, as well as the. other Apoſtles, 4s the 
brethren of the Lord, andCephas, x Cor.'9.5, 
And forbidding to marry 1s one of thoſe ill things 
which is aſcribed to them who in the /arter times 
ſpall depart from the faith, x"Tim. 4. 3. In the 


Nicene Council , when a New Law' was about + 
to. be made, That thoſe who were married be-= 


fore they had taken on them Holy Orders, 
2 . ' ſhould 


| 


| 
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ſhould leave their Wives, Paphnu-= 
tius, a moſt Pious Biſhop, * with * *Socr.Hitk 
vehemence oppoſed it ; crying, An Te. 
heavy Yoke was not to be impoſed L " In” 
upon them ; urging that of the A- | 


poſtle, but now mentioned, Marriage is honourgs + * 


ble in all ; and giving to Mariage in the Clergy 
the name of Chaſtity. It was indeed term'd 
there a Tradition, That thole who became 
Prieſts before Marriage, ſhould not marry after. 
But it is not unreaſonable to think, that the 
Diſtreſſes of Chriſtianity, and St. Pau/'s advice 
thereupon, 1 Cor. 7. were at firſt the cauſe of 
not marrying after Holy Orders ; they being 
willing to have as little hindrance as might be, 
amidſt thoſe Conflifts they were ſo often expo- 
ſed to. But though Celibacy, which Perſecu- 
tion at firſt did thus occaſion, grew by degrees 
ſo inordinately into efteem afterwards, chat it 
was not left free to be taken ap Or refuſed, but was 
impoſed, yet the Councils permitting thoſe that 
were married while Laicks, to retain their Wives 
under the Sacred Fun&ion, ſhew*'d that Mar- 
riage to Eccleſiafticks was not thought in its own 
nature to be unlawful; for what was abſolutely 
fo, could not juſtly have bzen allowed to any. 

'Tis certain that many of the Ancients had 
too high and exalted thoughts of Celibacy,. and 
too low and mean ones of Wedlock ; there 
having been hardly fo much as one of them 


who have written of TEIP ( which as it 


1mports 
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imports. Singleneſs and Purity of Life , may 
Teſpe& either Sex ) but hath condemned the 
" Fontrary ſtate, or at leaſt ſpoken very underva- 
luingly of it. They are the words of Dy. 
Alexand, That tho the ufe of Marriage be permit- 
' Fed in the world, yet it is called Sin in compariſon 
of Virginity And thoſe of Cyril. Hiereſ. in his 
Catecheticks, ( which the Romax DoQtors will 
Have to be genuinely his) are not leſs extrava- 


oant ; That if the V, irgin Mary was fo much ho- | 
ronred for carrying Jeſus Chriſt the ſpace of Nine | 


Moths, we ought yet more to honour Chriſtians for 
keeping their Virginity many years. Thls, vis. 
Celibacy, was tolled as a Virtue that came 
from Heaven, and at preſent rank'd thoſe that 
embraced it, among Celeſtial Beings ; whulſt 


Marriage was look'd upon to.be ſuch as .was 


rather * yielded to the world for a 
Remedy againſt Incontinence, than 
ordain'd for the Preſervation of 
rnb an Mankind ; and would have been + 
too grols for the Increaſe of Men 

in the ſtate of Innocence. Among ſuch thoughts 
astheſc it was, perhaps, that Second Marriages 
were ſo courſely treated, and 'thoſe engaged in 
them eſteemed little different from Criminals : 
for without ſuch Uncharitableneſs, the Apoſtle's 
words, 1 Tim. 3. That a biſhop or deacon ſhould 
be the husband of one wife, would have made no- 
thing againſt them ; thoſe implying either the 
not having more Wives than one at a time ; = 
| elſe 


* Chryſoſt de 
Virginitat. 


| 
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elſe the taking another Wite, after one had beer” 
for incompetent reaſons, divorc'd : Both of 
which were forbidden by our Lord. But where 
neither of theſe two Caſes were, a man' might 
be termed the Husband of One - Wife; in 
St. Paul's meaning, though he were a ſecond 
timeentred into Marriage. And truly the con- 
demning of Jovtinian for an Heretick, by Pope 
Siricius and his Clergy at Rome, on no other 
evidence than his having aſſerted in a Diſcourſe, 
That Widows aud Married Women were not to be 
leſs regarded than Virgins, if they have the ſame 
Virtues, ( for tho he maintain'd ſome other Opi- 
nions, which St. Jerom afterward anſwered, 
yet they were not at that time conſidered ) was 
ſo very ſevere, that a charitable man would be 
loth to have been of the Jury. The Council of 
Ganera, for the correQing theſe Errors, which 
in her time did much prevail, made the Ninth 
and Tenth Canons againſt thoſe who kept their 
Virginity out of an abhorrence of Marriage, and 
inſulted over thoſe who were in the Conjugal 


ſtate. 


And yet though Celibacy was enjoined by a 
Law to Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons ia the 
Weſt, there was no ſuch Law in the Eaft, but 
the Clergy there had the liberty of Marrying, 
if they thought good ; and ſome of the beſt 
CharaQter did not refuſe todo it. Even in this 
our Nation, till the year x t02, Marriage was 
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© a forbidden to the Clergy. © And 
to Divonſh, © When Arfelm then forbad it, our 
oh * Writers of thoſe days complain 
© of him, as forcing Scripture and Nature. And 
* tho ſome thought it a matter of the greateſt 
* Purity, yet others took it to be moſt perilous ; 
cleft while by this mens they aimed at 
* Cleanneſs above their power , they ſhould 
*fall inro horrible Uncleannefs, to the exceed- 
© 1ng great ſhame of Chriſtianity. This may 
juſtly be ſaid, That it would be much for the 
Reputation of thoſe who are in that ſtate 
which they call the more Pure one, if they 
carried it ſo chaitly as they do who are 1n 
(as 'tis termed) the more Impure. Which 
yet though it be ſo far from Impure, that it 
IS in its own nature lawful, yea holy, and 
ſuch as they have a Right to, they do not 
againſt Laws break into, but by the Statutes 
of the Realm are allow'd it. A thing which 
as it ſhews the Ground of the Cenſure againſt 
the Clergy's Children to be vain, ſo it may like- 
wile encourage their being well thought of, and 
favourably accepted. 


But as the Ground of their being cenfu- 
Ted is wain, ſo their proving generally wagfe 
than others is very falſely laid to their Charge. 
They are indeed, together with the Chil- 
dren of the Laity, in a world full of Dan- 
gers , «Temptations, and Troubles ; _ ſo 

BY they 
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they are ſubjeft to the like Miſcarriages 
with them —which they too often fall into. 
And the Fathers of ſome of theſ: are made 
fad by their Extravagancies, as well as other 
Fathers are by {ome of theirs, the more is 
the. pity on either hand. But yet we can 
hardly look abroad, but we find the Inftan- 
ces thick ſown (and amongſt them (I ſpeak . 
it without Flattery-) in a more eminent man- 


/ ner, your ſelf ) on whom God's Blefling ma- 


nifeſtly appears, and who have abundantly 
anſwered the chearful hopes that were ance 
conceived of them. But it 7hen chiefly ap- 
pears that this Cenſure , with all its uncha- 
ritableneſs, is quite thrown to the ground, 
when Theſe ſhew themſelves in a Body at 
thoſe 4z»ual Feaſts which in ſorne Countries 
are kept up, for the convincing their Adver- 


ſaries that they are not thoſe z/-proving and 


an-bleſt. Numbers which they would make 


them; for the exerciſing their Love and Kind- 


neſs one to another ; and for the expreſſing of 
their Charity in the placing out ſome of their 
own Quality, who are Orphans or Poor. If 
to be, fome of them in very Creditable, and 
ſome in Honourable Stations in the Churchs 
if to be of worthy Profeſſions and Callings 
in the State, and of great account in them , 
as many of them cannot but be awn'd to 
be 5 if to enjoy fair Eſtates, and -to have 


Souls large enough ſo to uſe them , 'as to 
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be thought not unworthy of them ; yea, if 
to have,. when in meaner Circumſtances , 
thoſe who in Generoſity and Pity will look 
after and provide for them , be the being un 
bleſf, and the proving worſe than others, they 
then are indeed unbleſt, and do prove ex- 
tremely ill. But if theſe things now men- 
tioned be the Marks and Expreflions of God's 
Favour (and: what Marks and Expreſſions 
of it, with reſpe&t to Temporals , can there | 
be greater than theſe?) the Children of Mi- 
nifters, in general ſpeaking, are moſt fallly 
{aid to be deſtitute of them, and ES 
and unbleſt, 1. cannot yet , methinks, be fo 
very much moved at thoſe who have been 
the firſt in raiſing, and are the chief in nou- 
riſhing this Report againſt them ; ſince it 
hath fallen upon ſuch, who as they are of 
Wit enough to vindicate themſelves , ſo are 
of Learning and Courage enough allo to lay 
open and overthrow the Errors and Superſt1- 
tion of thoſe their Adverſaries. And it may 
be a great pleaſure to think , that as our fa- 
mous Nurſeries of good Literature fend 
forth large Numbers into the Church , ſo 
theſe /to their great Honour we ſpeak it ) 
{end Recruits thither, as many as, perhaps | 
more than, any other Profeſſions do: And in | 
all Faculties there they both deſerve and find | 
Encouragement accordingly, 


Let 
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| be, not only for their not proving worſe , but 


for . their rather proving better than others, 
And indeed there is ſomething in their Edu- 
cation which may more than- ordinary en- 
title them to God's Bleſſing. . The Cler- 
oy's Office, we know, is not only to Preach. 
to the well-grown, but to inſtruct the Youth 
alſo, committed to their Charge. . Which 
they are to do ( and we doubt not but they 
in the generality do it ) out of Conſcience 
towards God, and ſincere endeavours ' to: plant. 
in them Vertue and Piety. And Prayers-are 
to accompany theſe their Endeavours for the 
bringing them to 'good effet, Now what 
they do to others more at large, . we cannot 
but think they do to their own in; a pecu- 
liar and more uninterrupted manner, as being 
always near them. And from more frequent- 
ly repeated Precepts, we may reaſonably, ima» 
gine that the grounds of Dyty will. be the 
{urelier laid. Not that many. other Parents 
are not to be thought very ſolicitous and 
highly induſtrious , for the breeding up their 
Children: But comparing the Number of 
theſe with a like Number of others, it will 
not be axcharitable to think that More of 
Theſe are more religiouſly bent than are of 
Thoſe others. And being continually enga- 

2d in the ſearch of Divine Things ( which 


ew themſelves with the greater Strength 
OH 74 and 
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8nd Beauty, where with a Devout Mind they 
are moſt look*'d into) they may juſtly 'be 
eſteemed to be more concerned for the propa- 
ating them abroad ; but chiefly for. the doing 
it in thoſe who are in a more cloſe. Tye a 
part of themſelves. Thus Sacred Precepts be. 
ing inftilld, and the Diſpolitions of their 
Children inform'd with other ſuitable Parts of 
Education ; and both followed with Bleſ- 
ſings and Prayers from a Prie/t's Mouth in a 
Father's, they are the better fitted for doing 
well, and for the Divine Favour to go alopg 


In what hath been ſaid, thoſe of the Fe- 


»ale Sex have been concerned as well as o- 


thers. It yet may not ſeem too much to 
take at leaſt thus far particular notice of 
them, as to obſerve, That in the Beginning 
of the Reformation, almoſt as ſoon as the 
Danghters of the Married Clergy could be 
ripe for ſuch a Bleſſing, there is a very re- 
markable Inſtance in im of them, from 
the Five Daughters of Barlow Biſhop of. Bath 
and Wells ; who were all of ſo great Eſteem 
and Worth, as to be married every one of 
them to a Biſhop. The eldeſt, Frances, was 
married firſt to Matthew Parker, Son to Arch- 
biſhop Parker, but after his Death,- to Dr. Ma- 
thews , Archbiſhop of - York, The Second fo 

Wickham Biſhop of Wincheſter, The Third 
| tO 
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| to' Overton Biſhop of Covent. and Litchfield. 


The Fourth to Weſtphaling Biſhop of Fere- 
ford, The Fifth to Day Biſhop of Wincheſter. 
All which 1s inſcribed at large on the Mo- . 


| nument of Frances the Eldeſt, who lies Bu- 


ried in the Church of Torke | | 


' Were it meet to make the Search onwards, 
and to give an account thereof, I doubt not 
but as large a number of Diſcreet , wel-di/- 
poſed',, and ( I may fay ) welk-diſposd-of Wo- 
men might be found proportionably to have 
deſcended from Clergy-men, as from any 
others whatſoever. And as to zthoſe of the 
preſent Generation , their equally ſharing with 
the Males in the Fathers Pious Care and Ex- 


ample ; and their having a more appropria- 


ted Pattern from the Mother's Deportment ; 
who (to ſay no more than truth of them 
are 'for the moſt part very Skilful and Chari- 
zable Perſons in the Places where they live, 
may more than ordinarily ſway with them, 
( it the Gatety of the Age be- not too much 
attended to) to be every way ſuch as we 
would wiſh they ſhould be. And if they be 
not more Grave, Stay'd, and Religious, than 
uſually others are, they have the more to 
anſwer for. 


Yet amidſt the being thus fitted for the 


| proving good Men and Women in what 


Callings 


/ 
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Callings or Stations ſoever they are placed, 
a Friendly Admonition may not be altoge- 
ther ſuperfluous and of no uſe. Let them 
then have a greater Care of themſelves, be- 
cauſe they lye under ſo i a Cenſure; and re- 
ſolve to ſhew it to be as falſe as'it is un- 
charitable. It will be highly diſingenuous in 
them , if They ſhall ſtray from the Paths of 
Virtue; ſince thereby they throw a Scandal 
upon their Fathers Marriage, and the Allow- 
ances of God and the Church, Their and our 
Enemies will triumph in fuch an Argument; 
which however fallacious it be , will ſtrike 
nearer the Heart than all their other will do, 
though never ſo ſtrongly. urged ; and per- 


chance will. render ſome of our owz ( other- | 
wiſe well-meaning Perſons ) leſs afﬀfetted to | 


our Clergy , from ſuch an Unhappineſs in 


any of their Children. And a Mery joined | 


with Contumely and Diſreſpe, becomes a 
double one. Some there are that never do 
any thing better than by Oppoſition. IT had 
almoſt ſaid , Let Theſe live well 7» ſpite of 
Thoſe who: would have it otherwiſe ; and re- 
deem a Truth that cannot be loſt, but by the 


loſs alſo of their Virtue , and their own and | 


Fathers Joy. They will caſt a great Re- 
fletion on God's Providexce , if they ſhall 
| make room. for .a Cenfſure , that denies his 
Pavour to lye in common to Them, as well 
as to Others; which ta ++ Honour may 


{ 
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| on their part be grearer ; but: without their 


after: your Deceaſe-) 
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very great Shame cannot be. /e{s, For. that 


| Fayour is chiefly ſhewn in the being. truly 


Virtuous and Religious,, which where can it 


| more advantageouſly be accompliſhed, than 


in thoſe who ſpring from Perſotis- | $etred af 
God's Altar; and who are preſumed to have 
wanted no Inſtruction for the being every 
way compleat ? | 


And now, Sir, -having drawn this Letter to 

a much greater length than I intended, it is 
full time, (and I believe your ſelf think 
ſo) to take leave of you. Which yet I 
cannot do without adding two or three lines 
more ( and theſe you will allow me) in 
this hearty wiſh. That the Reverſe of the 
Charge againſt a numerous Off-ſpring may 
fall upon all yours. That their Actions may 
be as laudable as their Number is great. 
That their way of Living may. be free and 
generous, yet prudent ; that is, like your 
own. That no ſorrow may proceed from 
them to your Self at all; nor to any elſe, 
but. .in their Deaths alone ; and this (long 
in extream old Age 5 
yours may be. And 
that ina plentiful proviſfion made for them all by 
you at home, with large additions which they 
ſhall meet with abroad, your Name may 
flouriſh in Them and Theirs, for many Ages 
n 
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And ( which is the chief of all) that you, 
and every one of them, may hereafter meet 
in Heaven. The Friendſhip which you have 
always ſhewn towards me, will, I hope, 
pardon this Paper , fince it comes wholly out 
of good will and reſpe& to you , from him, 
who is, Sir, 


Tour moſt Aﬀetionate 


- and Humble Servant. 
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———” Atheiſm demonſtrated tothe Capacity of the moſt 
Unlearned Reader. 8vo. N 

——- A ſhort Scripture-Catechiſm. 12. 

———A Sermon preach'd at Nottingham, Offober 4. 1694. 4to. 

RefleQions-on' two Books, the one entituled, The Caſe .of 4legiance 
to a King in Poſſiſion. The other, 4n Anſwer to Dr. Sherlock"; 
Caſe of Allegiance to Sovereign-Powers, in Defence of the Caſs 
of Allegiance to a King in poſſeſſien, &c. 4:0. | ' 

Mr. TyrrePs Brief Diſquiſition of the Law of Nature, &c. 80. 

A Defenceof the Dean of St. Pauls Apology for writing againſt 
the Socinians. 40.” 

| A Defence of Dr.$herlocks Notion of a Trinity in Unity, 40. 
Mr. Wilſons Diſcourſe of Religion ; ſhewing its Truth and: . 

Reality ; or the Suitableneſs of Religion to Human Na- 


. ture. Bus. | 
— — Diſcourſe of the Refurreftion, ſhewing the Import and 
Certainty of ir. 8vo. 
Mr. Blackalls Sermon at Brentwood in Eſſex, Ofober 7. 169 
Viſitation of Herry Lord Biſhop of London, 4ro. v5. 
Mr. Prowd:'s Confirmation-Sermon , preach'd at Bridgewates,. 
July 16. 469 3. 4to. © | 

Reaſon and-Religion, in ſome uſeful Refleftions on the moſt 
eminent Hypotheſis Concerning the Firſt Principles and Na» 
cure of things ;- with Advice ſuitable to the. Subje&, and ſea- 
fonable for theſe Times, 125. > . ; 

A Sermon upon the Reſurreftion , preact'4 before the Right 
Honourable the Lord-Mayor and Court-of Aled , 
at St. Bridget's-Church, on Monday in Eafter-Week, April g. 
21694. 4to. = 

A Commentary on the Five Books of Moſes : With 2a Diſſerta-. 
rion concerning the Author or Writer of the ſaid Books ; 
and a General Argument to each of them. By Richard Lord 
Biſhop of Bath and Wells. In Two Volumes, $vo. | 
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on his Grace John late Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 
y N. Tate. | 
þ- The Exa&t ies wh ack Grard I late Lord Archbiſhop of 

anterbury, on a large of Paper , curipully Engraven by 
Mir. #7:ite, from Mrs. Beale's Painting Price 12 d, m 


